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Need not acquaint you with 
the occaſion of my drawing 
up theſe epiſtles; 5 but ſhould 
apologize both to you and the 


public, for their open appear- 
_ ance in this form; eſpecially 
when there are already ſo many 
| defences of revelation extant. 


Perhaps the beſt reaſon which. 
can be aſſigned, is, the argu- 
ment's being brought into the 


compaſs of a {mall volume ; 


wherein its force i 18 collected with 


the 


* 


che fidelity of a man, and the 


freedom of a chriſtian. May 1 
add, the author's ideas and con- 


ceptions of the evidence, will 


have a claim to originality, if 


nothing elſe ſhould. Whether 


this publication ſhall prove ac- 


ceptable, or not; it is the beſt ö 


attempt to prevent the ſpread of 
infidelity, in the power of 


Your obedient 
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condition of man, alſo from a general de. : 
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Public monuments erelted, as memorials of 
thoſe facts which are recorded in ſacred 
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Such difcoveries' of divine truth have been 


afually made, as could not be owing to 
the unaſf ed efforts of human reaſon. 


EPISTLECAIX 


Moral. ſyſtems of philoſophers and lawgivers, 


no refuge for 3 
E P 18 8 : 4 * B 


| Difference in opinion, among learned men, 


about the ſenſe 72 the divine canon, 70 
ale of untelief, 


EPTSTLE XI. 


Extravagance of papular ſyBemattc theolog 


4̃al opinion, no reaſon. 


EPISTLE 


Cl, 


vi ] 
Z P15 T.L E XI 


Claims of ſpiritual power among Proteſtants, 
a fatal ſource of infidelity. 


E IS FE LK Xt 


5 A mechanical apparatus has corrupted and 


ſpoiled the chriſtian devotion, yet a be- 


neficial uſe might be made of the Ru- 


FIX, 


EPISTLE 


$ 
1 
ö 
| 
5 
} 
ö 


—— — — 


E S r E 1: 
From CREDENS to Scrrricus. 
Inattention and immorality the primary ſources 

ef unbelief. 
SIN. 0 
— INCE you deſire I ſhould, in my own 


way, collect and calculate the weight 


of evidence on the fide of revelation, 


and account for the ſeveral occaſions of ſcep- 


ticiſm and infidelity -in compliance with 
ſuch requeſt, and with a view of contribut- 
ing, all I can, to the advancement of the in- 
tereſts of a rational and conſiſtent profeſſion 
of chriſtianity, I begin with what the great 
Locke has conſidered as the primary 
ſources of unbelief. Allow me the liberty 
of a large pertinent citation from him ;— 
« there are, ſays he, a fort of people who 


« want proofs, not becauſe they are out of 


e their reach, but becauſe they till not uſe 
B e then; 


RH . — 


On the evidence for revelation. ; 
them: who, though they have riches 


and leiſure enough, and want neither 


parts nor other helps, are yet never the 
better for them. Their hot purſuit of 
pleaſure, or conſtant drudgery in buſi- 
neſs, engages ſome men's thoughts elſe- 
where; lazineſs and oſcitancy in general, 


or a particular averſion for books, ſtu- 
dy, and meditation, keep others from 
any ſerious thoughts at all: and ſome 
out of fear, that an impartial inquiry 


would not favour thoſe opinions which 
beſt ſuit their prejudices, lives, and de- 


ſigns, content themſelves without exa- 


mination to take upon truſt what they 
find convenient and in faſhion. Thus 
moſt men, even of thoſe who might do 
otherwiſe, paſs their lives without any 


* acquaintance with, much leſs a rational 


aſſent to probabilities they are concerned 


to know, though they lie ſo much within 


their view, that to be convinced of them 
they need only to turn their eyes that 
way. But we know ſome men will not 


read a letter which is ſuppoſed to bring 


I r_ 


„ them 


On the evidence for revelation. 3 


them ill news; and many men forbear 


to caſt up their accounts, or ſo much as 


think upon their eſtates, who have reaſon 
to fear that their affairs are in no very 
good poſture, Ho men, whoſe plen- 
« tiful fortunes allow them leiſure to im- 
prove their underſtandings, can ſatisfy 


themſelves with a lazy ignorance, I can- 


not tell : but methinks, they have a low 
opinion of their ſouls, who lay out all 
their incomes in proviſions for the body, 
and employ none of it to procure the 
means and helps of knowledge ; who 
take great care to appear always in a 
neat and ſplendid outſide, and would 


think themſelves miſerable in coarſe 


cloaths, or a patched coat, and yet con- 
 tentedly ſuffer their minds to appear in a 
pie-bald livery of coarſe patches, and 
borrowed ſhreds, ſuch as it has pleaſed 
chance, or the country taylor (I mean the 


common opinion of thoſe they have 


converſed with) to clothe them withal. 
They who are blind, will always be led 
by thoſe that ſee, or elſe fall into the 
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On the evidence for revelation. 
ditch; and he certainly is the moſt ſub- 


« jected, the moſt enſlaved, who is fo in 
his underſtanding. 


« But ſome will ſay, the greateſt part 


of mankind are, by a "neceley of their 
condition, ſubjected to ari unavoidable 
ignorance in thoſe things which are of 


the greateſt importance to them; and 
that they have no other guide but acci- 
dent and blind chance to lead them to 
happineſs or miſery. _ | 


„This would ſurely in idea be an ex- 5 


travagance, ſince Gop has furniſhed 
every individual man with faculties and 


powers ſufficient to direct him in the 


way he ſhould go, if he will but ſeriouſly 
fo employ them. No man is fo fully 
taken up about the means of bodily 


ſupport, as to hinder attention to the 


principle and motive to his action, or 


to the firſt and ſupreme end of his ex- 
iſtence. Nevertheleſs, a thouſand ex- 
cuſes are invented to divert from theſe 
attentions; and whatever will contribute 


moſt to an indulgence of the faulty paſ- 


ſion, 


On the evidence for revelation. 5 


« ſion, is n embraced and che- 
de rifhedd.“ 

Nor can we wonder that * deiſin 
ſhould have ſo wide a ſpread, when we 
once duly conſider the above obſervations 
of hat great maſter of reaſoning, whoſe abi - 
lities did extend to ſuch an amazing meta- 
phyſical inveſtigation of the powers, opera- 
tions and acquiſitions of the human under- 
ſtanding. It is a fair account he gives of 


one ſource of infidelity, fince men are wont 


to want proofs, not becauſe they are out of 
their reach, but becauſe they wil not make 
uſe of them. 

Indeed men of pleaſure, 1 men under con- 
ſtant diſſipations of thought, the lazy, the 


looſe, the ſenſual and immoral, are very 
likely to become ſceptical, and to diſcredit 


goſpel evidence. This claſs of libertines 


have very great occaſion to entrench them 
ſelves in their infidelity; ſince it is not in 
the leaſt probable that a man ſhould be 
fond of a ſyſtem of laws, which condemn _ 


N. B. The terms deift and drifm are uſed to de- 
note an unbeleiver, and unbelief in revelation, 
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6 On the evidence for revelation. 
all his favorite indulgencies, and moſt aw- 
fully threaten his vice and impiety. The 


better to keep himſelf in countenance, he 


will have it, that the goſpel- moral is much 


too refined for human nature; and that the 
example of piety and virtue, ſet by the au- 


thor of the chriſtian religion, 1s rather to be 


admired, than to be imitated; for his part, 
de chuſes to imagine the whole to be a ro. 
mance; and that there never did exiſt fo 
ſublime and perfect a character: but if it 
was a fact, he muſt be much more than a 
man, and therefore could not be an ex- 

ample which ſhall oblige us to an imitation. 
Whenever he objects, with any airs of 
confidence, to the goſpel evidence, you 
may be ſoon informed of his having read 


either Spinoſa or Hobbs, Shafteſbury or Bo- 
tingbroke, Collins, Tindal or Woolſton, 


_ elſe ſome later advocate for infidelity ; what 
he has learned from them, is, to laugh at 
the ſtory of Balaam's aſs, or Sampſon's 
torks; to ridicule his foxes and firebrands, 
and to throw oft a pointed raillery at pro- 
Pech and miracle, Vea, theſe gentle. 


men 
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On the evidence for revelation. 7 


men are never found ſerious or grave 


enough to enter into the argument, or to 
explore the nature and force of evidence 


with -any kind of decent addreſs ; but they 
are qualified to crack a witty jeſt, or let 


fly ſome piece of humour; and if not this, 
another glaſs or two will put an end to any 
farther conſideration about the matter. 

Theſe men may affect to call themſelves 5 


deiſts and free thinkers, but in fact, they are 


of that claſs of mortals who do not think at 
all, their diſſipations are habitual, their 


inattentions to truth and its evidence are 


ſhockingly dreadful! however, you muſt 
allow, fir, that they, by no means, have 
the leaſt right to claſs with true deiſts; i. e. 
with men who believe a God, reverence his 
name, and obey his will; they are rather cf 


the order of unthinking g ſceptics ; M and me- 


thinks it cannot do them: any injuſtice, ſhould | 
we rank them among practical atheiſts; i. e. 


men who hve as without Gop in the world, 
Upon the whole, fo far from any repu- 


tation being given to the chriſtian profeſ- 
ſion by perſons of an immoral or vicious 
B 4 life, 
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8 Oz the evidence for revelation. 
life, theſe men, by refuſing to make ſuch 
profeſſion, evince the beſt proof they are 

able to give of their modeſty ; they do alſo 
thereby avoid that moſt deteſtable charac- 
ter of hypocrite, whoſe final portion ſhall 
be in the hotteſt hell. 1 

We preſume, therefore, that neither you, 
nor any one elſe, can miſconſtrue this de- 
ſcription of the ſource of deiſin; ſince it is 
not intended to inſinuate that all who diſ- 
believe a revelation are of this indolent, 
ſlothful caſt, and immoral, vicious com- 
plexion. 9 


I am, with eſteem, 
Yours, &c. 


CRED ENS. 


EPISTLE 


191 


EPIST-LE . 
From CREDENS to Scrrricus.“ 
Papen a wide 1 'on of infidelity. 


8 I R, | 
'T would raiſe one's s aſtoniſhment, if any 


1 thing from a popiſh pen was capable of 
doing it, to find, in a plea for the tolera- 
tion of popery, all the grimace of concern 
about the ſpread of modern deiſm; „ the 


« riſing generation, ſays he, are now form- 
ing their principles on the writings of 
Voltaire, Rouſſeau, D' Argens, and the 
philoſopher of Sans Souci; to whom may 


C 


* 


. 


E 


o 


* 


be added a large catalogue of authors of 
<« our own country. In France grave ma- 
„ giſtrates already celebrate, i the firſt 
„ courts of judicature echo the praiſes of 


« Julian and Dioclęſian; calculations are 


* 


made, and the period pretended to be 


« fixed, when chriſtianity is to be no more. 
« *Fhe powerful weapon of ridicule is em- 
6c ployed not againſt popery alone, but to 
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10 On the evidence for revelation. 

render contemptible the whole Jewi/p 
« and Chriftian revelation. If the roman 
&©« catholic religion is moſt viſibly loſing 


ground every day in France, where it is 
« ſupported by the inelmations of the ſo- 


vereign and the royal family, by an opu- 


6 lent and moſt numerous prieſthood, by 


'« the laws and whole frame of the mon- 
„ archy; there certainly cannot be any rea- 


„ ſonable apprehenſion of its increaſe in 
* England, where it can never expect any 


« cf thoſe ſupports.” 


The artful prieſt muſt allow us to take 


ſome freedoms with his very plauſible ad- 


dreſs. He, like the author of his reli- 


gion, has an ability of transforming him- 
ſelf, upon any needful occaſion, into an an- 
gel of tight, he can, very devoutly and paſ- 


 fionately, plead his painful apprehenſions 
about the ſpread of modern deiſm. But, 
I would afk, does he once conſider, that 


in proportion to the adventure which any 
of the French, ltalians, or other catholics 
make of the uſe of reaſon, or as they are 
bold enough to form a a judgment for them- 


ſelves 
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ſelves of the nature of evidence, popery 
cannot do otherwiſe than become the ſub- 
ject of the moſt pointed ridicule; inſo- 
much, that in what degree ſoever they may 


have been led, by that ſuperſtition, to con- 


temptuous opinions, either of the Jewiſh 
or of the Chriſtian revelation, it could only 
be occaſioned by thoſe miſrepreſentations 
which are given of them by popery. Let 
the holy inquiſition, the holy wars, or cru- 
| fades, as deſcribed by a 74%; or let the 
holy maſſacres of Paris, Ireland, and Mexi- 
co, as well as the various conſecrated aſſaſ- 


ſinations, bear a full and flagrant teſtimo- 


ny. On the contrary, in proportion to the 


ſpre ad of found and true philoſophy, or to 


the diſpoſition which men have of exerciſ- 


ing the moſt ſacred and unalienable rights 
of private judgment, popery ever has, and 
ever muſt appear extremely abſurd and ri · 
diculous; and where this is the caſe, men 
plainly perceive that it matters not at all 
what are the inclinations of a court, or of a 
prince, what the civil conſtitutions of a 


country, what the ſyſtem of laws, or how- 
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12 On the evidence for revelation. 

ever numerous and opulent a prieſthood ; 
ſince none of theſe things can in the leaſt 
alter or change the eternal eſtabliſhments 


of truth and nature; for what if thoſe in 
power affect to call Jack, white ? what if 
they are ſo extravagantly whimſical as to af- 
firm, that bread which is baked and can be 
eaten is tranſmuted, by ſome prieſtly hocus 


pocus, into a real living human body? yet, 


with minds manumitted from the vaſſalage | 
of an implicit faith, and a blind obedience; 
black will be black, and bread will remain 
bread, notwithſtanding all the powers of 


prieftly conſecration. The whole authori- 
ty of the church, in alliance with the fate, 
all the ability of the boaſted ſucceſſors of 


St. Peter, is not equal to the change ſaid to 


be wrought in the natures of things, 
But will it follow, that becauſe popery, 
when contemplated by the eye of reaſon, or 


of true philoſophy, does appear, what it 
really is, vi a moſt extreme perverſion of 
the divine ſyſtem of truth and mercy, and 
an outrage committed on the underſtand- 
ings of mankind; that therefore the French- 
man 
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man or the Italian ridiculing popery, is any 
Kind of proof of his contempt of the goſpel- 


conſtitution ? ſo far from it, an abhorrence 
of popery appears to be needful to all the 
intents and purpoſes of true religion. This 
will be evident to every man, who ſees 
that religion is a reaſonable ſervice, and 


wholly perſonal, that its province admits of 


no authority, but that of Gop, to give law 


to conſcience; and that ſo far as men are 
found exerciſmg dominion, preſcribing and 


impoſing articles of faith and a ritual of wor- 
ſhip, ſo far religion is excluded the whole ſyſ- 
tem. But that this preſcribing and impoſing 


ſpirit is of the very eſſence of popery, every 
man may be aſſured, Who examines with 
any care into its conſtitution. The riſing 

generation who form their principles in op- 
poſition to popery, are not, for that reaſon, 
enemies to the chriſtian religion, but be- 

come thereby the more promiſing members 
of ſociety; and ſo far from giving the well 


informed mind any painful apprehenſions, 


will adminiſter very great occaſion of joy. 


In the name of truth and of Gop, let ſuch 


dtiſim 


14 On the evidence for vevelation. 
deiſin every where ſpread and prevail 
ſince it will indicate to us, that the dark- 


| neſs of ignorance is going off from ſuch 


parts of the deluded world; and that the 


long-benighted of mankind are emer ging 


into more open day. 

As to the apprehenſions of an increaſe 
of popery in England, which cannot but be 
alarming to the friends of a free, political, 
or civil conſtitution; we are well aſſured 
that all the ſucceſs of popery in Britain, 


muſt depend upon the wantonneſs, levity, N 


and luxury of the age; the general diſſipa- 


tion of thought, and the aſſiduous labours 


of enthuſiaſts to propagate a reverence of 


myſtery ; together with what occaſion a_ 


political adminiſtration may poſſibly have 


for the officious principles of non-ręſi ance 


and paſſive obedience; with which principles, 
that ſuperſtition does openly profeſs to in- 
ſpire all her members. 
Moreover, when we advert to 1 long 
and wide ſpread of the popiſh ſuperſtition, 
we cannot at all wonder, that the Mapomet- 
an impoſture became Jo very ſucceſsful; or, 
| that. 
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On the evidence for revelation. 1% 
that Few and Pagan have had ſuch con- 
firmed prejudices and objections to the 
chriſtian name and profeſſion. Popery, in 
one word, has been the ſtone of ſtumbling, 
and rock of offence, to all the unbelieving 
world; and yet popery profeſſes a panic 
e | about the ſpread of deiſm. How farcical 
in the eyes of, 
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From CREDENS to SCEPTICUS. 


Our ſcriptures are ſaid, by the unbelievers, 
159 have been corrupted and interpolated at 


coming to us through the hands of popery. 
8 I R. 


II muſt be confeſſed, that if the genuine- 
neſs and integrity of the new teſtament 


writings could not be maintained, their au- 


thority, as a ſacred canon, would be of no 
value. But it ſo happens, that from their 
internal ſtructure, we can be aſſured of their 


divine excellence and perfection. And. 
that they could not come to us through a 


corrupt canal of conveyance, we can, with 


great confidence, conclude from the fol- 


towing facts; “ the wide ſpread of the 
c apoſtolic and evangelical writings ; the 
ce early verſions of thoſe writings into 
various languages; the polemical 
« writings of chriſtians down from the 
L apoſtolic age, wherein the defences and 
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On the evidence for revelation. 17 
apologies they have made, render it mo- 
rally impoſſible that the new teſtament 
« canon ſhould, in any age, be interpolated 
« and corrupted. It muſt therefore have 
been preſerved in its genuineneſs and in- 
« tegrity unto this day; nor can a time ever 
« come, in which there will be an oppor- 
e tunity given to deſigning men to alter 
« the ſacred canon.” _ 

4 Learned and critical writers have ſhewn, 
that among the various lexions of thoſe 
writings, not one divine doctrine, maxim, 
precept, or promiſe, has thereby been af- 
fected. The whole moral remains pure 
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its obligation ; and moreover, the motive 
or excitement to obedience is moſt power- 
ful and pleaſing. The ſyſtem is intirely 
formed upon the love of God and our neigh- 
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argument drawn from the good things of 
this world, to countenance or urge the 


worldly proſpects of advantage, to every 


ſo, 


and unmixed, uniform and unlimited in 
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bour. There is not ſo much as one ſingle 


the profeſſion ; but chriſtianity was firſt 
propagated in direct oppoſition to all 


political principle and maxim. Nor only 
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ſo, but it yet remains the ſame moral, ſpi- 


ritual, and heavenly profeſſion, notwith- 
ſtanding the wild and unnatural ſcheme of 


fancifully connecting religion with civil poli- 
cy, and annexing ſecular advantages to the 


fictitious church ſyſtem. So a popiſh writer, 
in his Trial of the Roman Catholics of Ireland, 
has obſerved, © that hence it is, gene- 


rally ſpeaking, that in all countries the 
« people who are really of no religion, are 


« proteſſedly of the religion that is coun- 
„ tenanced by the government.“ This 


obſervation was needful, in order to ſhew 


with univerſal evidence, that the divine 
canon remains uncorrupted and pure, not- 
withſtanding the chriſtian profeſſion has ſo 


generally become pagan. 


And yet, ſome have formed diſagree- 
able ideas of the new teſtament canon, 


from a ſilly imagination, that thoſe writ- 


ings have been tranſmitted to us through 
the canal of Popiſh CONVEYANCE, as s If we 


* The ſame has: been ſaid alſo by 22 in 
his Spirir 2 Laws, 
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On the evidence for revelation. 19 
were beholden to that ſuperſtition for our 


divine rule. Papiſts themſelves have had 
the confidence to ſay this; as in The Conſide- 


rations on the Penal Laws; © the clergy of 
<« the eſtabliſhed church received the ſa- 
« cred depoſit: of the old and new teſta- 
ments from their roman catholic prede- 


« ceſſors. And to the ſame purpoſe, it is 
common with them to aſk the proteſtant, 


where was your religion before Luther ? as 


if before it had had no exiſtence at all, if 
not in popery. But the anſwer is eaſy and 
ready, the religion of the proteſtant had 
its origin in thoſe new teſtament writings, 
where popery never had any kind of exiſt- 
ence, except in the prophetic deſcription 
of the man of fin, and the apocalyptic whore 
of Babylon. We cannot therefore owe to 
the popiſh ſuperſtition any ſort of obliga- 
tion for thoſe ſacred writings, either of the 
old or the new teſtament. We cannot for 
the following reaſons: there have been great 


numbers of genuine copies in other hands, 
beſides what were in the poſſeſſion of pa- 


piſts, 1 in al ages of chriſtianity ſince the be- 
| _ ginning 
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ginning of that apoſtacy, and in all coun- 


tries, as well where popery has been diſ- 


owned and deſpiſed, as where 1t has been 
profeſſed, for many rational and conſiſtent 


chriſtians have been found in popiſh king- 
doms and ſtates; conſequently, it can be 
no other than an affected arrogance in any 


papiſt to pretend his church has been the 
eonſervator of our ſacred canon; fince he 
is not able to ſhew that his ſuperſtition has 


any kind of countenance in thoſe writ- 


ings. 


Wers on the other hand, could it be 
proved, that the papal church has been the 

original conveyancer of theſe records to 
the proteſtant, numberleſs ſuſpicions would 


ariſe about the truth and divinity of thoſe 


writings, and our jealouſies would be vio- 
lent and incurable. There verily is but 


one conſideration that can reconcile us to a 
perſuaſion that the romiſh church has ever 


retained any copies of the ſacred ſcriptures, 


without mutilating or corrupting thoſe co- 
pies, and that is, they knew there were 
great numbers of copies in other hands; 


and, 


1 
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and, at the ſame time, they kept the canon 
out of ſight of the people, and delivered 

to them no other ſenſe of its doctrines than 


| what would be moſt convenient for their 

_ | own political purpoſes, and beſt calculated 

"I to promote their worldly ſyſtems. No mat- 

„ ter how moral, ſpiritual, and heavenly its 

> | teachings, whilſt preſerved in the library of 

> | the vaticon, and not to be touched but by 

| the prieſtly fingers, 

"i But fince the papiſt will boaſt of his con- 
ferring on us this divine benefit, I would 

. | adviſe" him to tell the Few, © that he alſo is 

\ | © indebted to his roman catholic predeceſ- | 

( ſors, for the ſacred depoſit of the old tet- [ 

| | © tament ſcriptures.” As rank as this ab- þ 

d | furdity would appear, at the very firſt view, 

: it is not more ridiculous than the debt of 1 

© | obligation which he would faſten upon the 

2 | proteſtant. It ought then to be ſhewn, before 1 

r | we make them anv ſuch acknowledgment, ; 

„ that there was a time when there was no | 

other profeſſion of chriſtianity, but the pa- | 

. ö pal; and, at leaſt, that at ſuch a time no 7 — 


one had any genuine copies of the old and 
= e new. 


| pected to find the Virgin Mary a firſt per- 
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new teſtament, but themſelves. Till this 


is done, the bold aſſertion will deſerve no 


credit, but the claim ſhould be conſidered 
as extremely arrogant and impudent. 
More than this, we may be abſolutely 
certain, that if the papal church had ever 
had an opportunity of garbling and cor- 
rupting thoſe writings to the purpoſe of 
ſupporting their own ſuperſtition, they 
would have done it. So that thoſe ſcrip- 
tures, which we now have, could never 
have reached our hands; the thing is ſo 


evident, that to a thinking mind it will ap- 
pear as a kind of ocular demonſtration ; 
for what practices popery has been guilty 
of, is obvious to every impartial diſcerning 


eye, in their Rhemiſh Teſtament and Pſalter. 
Nor can we much wonder at their wanton- 
neſs, when in the very ſtructure of their 
devotion, they openly pay much greater 


homage to a Lapy than they do either to 
the one Gop, or the one Lorp. So that, 


with the Spaniſh friar, we might have ex- 


ſon 
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ſon in the Trinity, the'7ri/agion would then 


have been, holy, holy, holy, Lady Goddeſs 
almighty! Or, if popery had ever been able 


to model thdivine teſtimony to our Lord's 


miſſion, what wild and whimſical ſcenes 


muſt have enlivened the goſpel hiſtory, we 


might gueſs by the Golden Legend compiled 
by the vicar general of the Dominicans, J. 
de Voragine, received by the church and 


maintained for two hundred years with ap- 
plauſe, though no accounts can be more 
ridiculous and romantic. Nay, more than 
this, the doctrine of our bleſſed Lord muſt 


have undergone a total change, in order to 
ſupport the high Pretenſions of St. Peter's 


ſucceſſors. 
What ſhews, beyond debate, the genu- 


- ineneſs and integrity of the new teſtament 
writings, is, their intrinſic evidence; for 


they give us the moſt complete and ado- 
rable idea of Gop, his perfections, provi- 
dence, ſovereignty, and rule over all! they 


beſt explain the nature of that homage 
which is moſt acceptable to deity; they 


give 
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24 On the evidence for revelation. 
give a molt clear and comprehenſive plan 
of duty in our focial capacity and con- 
nexion ; and, above all other writings in 
the world, they inculcate principles which 
beſt ſupport the dignity of human nature, 
and advance our capacity for a future feli- 
city. In a word, they are the only writ- 
ings which ſet the ſpirit of man free from 
all the horrid vaſſalage of prieſtly tyran- 
ny; and that encourage us to aſſert and 
maintain an abſolute independence on all 
human authority in matters of religion; we 
are thus confident that our canon cannot 
have come to us through any corrupt ca- 
nal of conveyance. 

N. B. There is but one interpolation, 1 
have ever heard of, viz. 1 John, v. 7. 
And that was owing to the univerſal ſpread 
of the peſtilential Athanafian hereſy ; but 
has been detected wy, 05 the honeſt, unpreju- 
diced learned. 


P. S. Among other eccleſiaſtical hiſtori- 
ans, Dr. LARDNER has, in his Credibili- 
ty of the Gojpel Hiſtory, fully and clearly 

5 |  ſthewn, 
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ſhewn, that the new teſtament writings 
were never confined to the hands of po- 
pery ; at the ſame time he has proved 


their being genuine and uncorrupt for 
above a thouſand years; and that they 


have been owned, throughout thoſe 
ages, by an abundant teſtimony, as be- 
ing of apoſtolic authority. This ſame 


very celebrated writer has alſo remark- 


ed, when ſpeaking of the Manicheans, 
“ they ſaid indeed, that the ſcriptures 


„ of the new teſtament had been inter- 
e polated in ſome time paſt, but they 


never corruptedor interpolated them, 
« nor attempted it; nor could they, or 
« any others, corrupt them, if they 
« would ; as Auguſtine obſerves.” See 


Credibility, b. 1. ch. Ixiii. & 8. p. 421. 
He is now publiſhing a moſt valuable 
collection of the Pagan Teſtimonies. 


I am yours, 


CREDENS, 


e EPISTLE 


1 * 1 
EPISTLE I. 
From CREDENs to SCEPTICUS. 


The internal evidence of the divinity of the 
goſpel diſcernible in its firſt addreſs. = 


STR, e To 

HE new teſtament canon which we 
14 have in our hands, in dur own lan- 
guage, will enable us to form a judgment 
of its divinity, from the circumſtances in 
which the firſt publication of it muſt have 


been made: if therefore an unbeliever 
would but lay aſide all prejudice, and ad- 


vert with care to the internal evidence, he 
muſt ſee reaſon to acknowledge its divine 
original. Upon the face of the goſpel hiſ- 
ftory it appears, that its author, through- 
out the whole of his miniſtrations, did de- 
ſpiſe and reje& all motives, maxims, and 
meaſures that ere ſecular and worldly: he 
did not, in any one inſtance, exerciſe au- 
thority over the perſonal rights and claims 


of 
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of mankind; nor offer the leaſt violence to 


the liberty and religious freedom of the hu- 


man ſpirit; and notwithſtanding the whole 
of his nation did expect and deſire that 


their Maſiab ſhould be a temporal prince, 
and would often have proclaimed him their 
captain-general, he refuſed the honours 


they would have paid him; and by no 
means would he gratify the reigning paſ- 


ſion of his country: in this reſpect he 
ſhewed his humility and freedom from 


pride and ambition, though he knew him- 


ſelf to be of the royal family, a deſcend- 
ant of David, and was hoſanna'd too under 


that character, as the prince Me effiah, But 
becauſe his king odom was not of this world, 


therefore he ſubmitted to every kind of 

abuſe and indignity, which could be offer- 
ed him by a diſappointed, provoked, and 
incenſed people; nay, at. laſt, he laid down 
his life at che haughty and inſolent demand 


1 88 


ſpiricup] and heavenly n nature of his king- 


dom. 5 | 
O . After 
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After his crucifixion, reſurrection, and 
aſcenſion, he commiſſioned apoſtles, and 
other diſciples, to publiſh his doctrine in 
Fudea, not only in the face of national pre- 
judice, but they are to preach up the doc- 
trine of a crucified Fe/us to other nations, 
which muſt alſo ſtrongly excite the preju- 
dices of the whole Gentile world. 

Yet, in this arduous and perilous buſineſs 


of preaching up the doctrine of the croſs, 


they are not enabled nor allowed to make 
uſe of the pathetic artificial addreſs, of either 
the Roman or the Greek oratory ; but they 


are to deliver their doctrine with all poſ- 
{ible plainneſs and ſimplicity, without the 


flouriſh of rhetorical ornament. No 
manner of aſſiſtance is given them from 


connections with the great or noble; none 


from riches or worldly poſſeſſions ; none 


from a liberal education, that even a Paul 


might make uſe of in this ſervice. And what 


are they to do? why, verily, they are firſt - 
to declare in their own nation, that the 


rulers and governors were capitally guilty 


of 
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On the evidence for revelation. 29 
of the blood of their maſter; they are even 
to accuſe them, to the face, of an unheard 
of impiety ; viz. that of the putting to death 
the Lord of Life ! beſides which, they are 


to convict the body of the people of hav- 


ing conſented to the murder of their 
prince and ſaviour; and under this con- 
viction they are to urge their deepeſt re- 


morſe and penitence as the term of par- 


don. e 
Another part of their apoſtolic commiſ- 


ſion is, to aboliſh and root up the eſta- 


bliſhed ritual, though of divine original; 
and to prove, from their own ſcriptures, 
that the Moſaic covenant was but of a 
temporary nature, becauſe local; and 


therefore to be ſuperſeded by a more uni- 


verſal and perfect inſtitution : to this we 
may add their endeavours to demoliſh that 
ſyſtem of ſuperſtition and idolatry, which 
had covered the whole Gentile world. In 


this apoſtolic Herculean labour, the oppo- 


ſition would be univerſally violent from 
inveterate prejudice and prepoſſeſſion, both 


C2 of 
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of Jet and Gentile ; becauſe the popular 


religion had been every where adapted to 
the purpoſe of gratifying a ſovereign mflu- 
ence of appetite and paſſion; and theſe very 


popular ſyſtems had likewiſe the formidable 


ſupport and protection of civil power; and 
were, accorditigly, countenanced and compli- 


mented both by the learned and the great. 


From theſe ſtrictures, it is manifeſt that 


the convert to chriſtianity muſt renounce 


all worldly expectations, diſdain and reject 
cvery temporary motive; and all this, only 
to embrace a doctrine divinely calculated 
to make men meek, modeſt, and humble, 


temperate and chaſte; patient, benevolent, 


compaſſionate, and forgiving; devout and 


pious. 
"The apoſtles are indeed conſcious of de- 


| Hvering a doctrinal inſtruction about the 
laws of Gop's kingdom, which was more 


conformable to right reaſon, and to the 


principles of natural religion, than could 
any where be found in the beſt teachings of 
the moſt celebrated phuloſophers 3 at the 


very 
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very time that they ſee the profeſſion will 
_ expoſe the profeſſor to every kind of tem- 
poral inconvenience and evil; thus, appa- 
rently, the enmity of the world muſt run 
furiouſly againſt them. 


Nor only ſo, but the. dorine of the 
croſs would expoſe them to the ridicule and 
raillery of all the wits of Greece and Rome, 


as it bid defiance to their doubts, and 


threw infinite contempt on all their boaſted 


wiſdom and knowledge. Every thing may 

be ſaid to have conſpired to heighten the 
improbability of the ſucceſs. of the goſpel, 
at its firſt publication. Not one ſingle com- 


plying edict to be found in all the econo- 
mic rules and precepts, which abound in 
the heavenly inſtruction ; nothing to ſooth 


the paſſions, nothing to countenance an oc- 
caſional conformity to the cuſtoms and 


manners of the world, upon all political 
principles and maxims, the eye of truth, in 


that divine ſyſtem, has an harſh, forbid- 
ding and felf-denying aſpect. Thus it ap- 


pears, there was neither artifice, cunning, 
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bribery, nor force, nothing at all political, 
ſecular, or worldly to recommend the pro- 
feſſion. In the expreſſive language of our 
Lord, the ſen of man had not where to lay 
his head. And as well might a camel go 


through the eye of a needle, as a rich man 


enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Nevertheleſs, under all theſe diſcourage- 7 
ments, the goſpel was gelt propagated. in 
an age of diſtinguiſhed learning and know- 
ledge, when mankind were inquiſitive and 
extremely curious: if therefore it had ſuc- 
ceſs, and did ſpread in the world, it muſt 


have been owing to its intrinſic excellence, 


and incent -ſtible divine evidence or, as 
an apoſtle would expreſs it, it was not by 


enticing words of man's wiſdom, but in de- 


monſtration of the ſpirit, and of power © 


there was no poſlibility of its deriving any 


influence or energy from human policy, 
cunning, or artificial contrivance; but it 


mult have made its way by the ſimplicity 
of its own divine evidence. And, verily, 


ſuch is the nature, ſpirit, genius, and de- 
ſign 
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ſign of the goſpel ſyſtem, that the demon- 
ſtration is perpetual and univerſal; for no 


other than the moral rectitude, conſiſtence, 
harmony, and everlaſting pleaſure of the 
human mind, is the ground, ſcope, and aim 
of its inſtruction. Thus it muſt be owned 


that 'there is not one writing in all the 
world, that has equal claim to reverence. 


with the New Teſtament ſcriptures, either 
for ſublime and heavenly doctrine, for uni- 
verſal extent and ſpotleſs purity of moral 
precept; for perfection, luſtre, and glory 


of example; and for weight and energy in 
the motive and argument to conform 0 


the divine ſtandard. 


But to explore the whole compaſs and 
force of the intrinſic evidence of the divi- 
nity of the goſpel-fyſtem, will require the 
whole life of man; and thanks be to Gon, 


even that 15 too ſhort for our making M- 


periment of its bencficial inſluence upon 


our own ſpirits : however, in the gradual 


£5 


advances we make, through the years of 
our mortality, we learn the meaning of 
that declaration, if ANY man 70% M u, 
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will, he ſhall know of the doctrine whether 


it be of God. 


Indiſputably plain and fully convincing 
is then the internal evidence, ſince all the 


teachings of the goſpel are moral, ſpiritu- 


al, and heavenly; they are ſuch as diſpoſe 


man to become regular, juſt, faithful, and 
benevolent in all his ſocial connexions; 


and they ſupport too, and comfort him 


under every painful trying circumſtance of 


his probation. Upon the whole, the in- 
ternal evidence yet diſcernible of the divi- 
nity of the goſpel inſtitution, in its firſt ad- 
dreſs, is what will ever diſcountenance and 
988 infidelity. 


So verily concludes, 
| 7 Your devored. &c. 
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From CRED ENS to SCEPTICUS. 


The goſpel þ Nen divinely atteſted by external 
evidence. 


8 I R, 
HE N we Believers are urging in 
proof of the divinity of the pof.- 
pel # hi that it had the atteſtation of 


both prophecy and miracle, the unbeliever 


ſmiles, and he is ſtrongly inclined either 
to reproach or ridicule the teſtimony. 


But what are his ſtrong reaſons? ““ He, 
« for his part, cannot conceive how any 


« ſuch fore-knowledge of things ſhould be 


« communicated to man ; and he would 


« much rather conclude, that all preten- 
c ſions to prophecy have been imaginary 


and deluſive; he will alſo inſiſt upon 


$6 it, that it ſuch teſtimony was ever need- | 
ful, it muſt be always ſo.” — This I pre- 
e ſume 
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ſume to be extremely weak and inconclu- 
five; for we may be aſſured, from all hiſ- 
tory. ſacred and prophane, that prophecy 


has had a real exiſtence; and not any 


thing is either more probable or more cre- 
dible from the face of facts recorded in the 
beſt monuments of antiquity For example, 

who can once ſuppole that Gop ſhould de- 


Iuge the old world without forewarning its 


inhabitants of that deſtruction, in order to 
reclaim and reform them? The known 
perfections of Gop will not admit of the 
ſuppoſition ; accordingly we are informed, 
that Enoch, the ſeventh prophet from Adam, 
did foretel the judgment which would be 
executed upon that wicked generation of 


men, if they did not repent; and after him 


Mah did likewiſe forewarn them. 
Sodom and the Cities of the Plain would 
not have been deſtroyed, had not their in- 


habitants deſpiſed the warnings given them 


by a righteous Lot.—Alfo the whole hif- 
torical narrative of the ages of the Hebrew 


re e 18 almoſt one continued record of 


Prop hecy : 
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prophecy, their ſeveral calamities and cap- 
tivities being foretold by their prophets. 


And we are aſſured of the truth of prophe- 


cy from the later teſtimony of Joſephus, at 


che finiſhing of their polity; for he tells us 
« of a man, who for ſeven years together 
4e befcre the deſtruction of Jeruſalem under 

Titus, every day cried, @ voice from the 
« ect! a voice from the coe This was a 
fact, about which it was impoſſible men 


could be deceived. Jeſephus was himſelf 


an eye and ear witneſs; he was at Jeruſa- 
lem at the very time when this preacher 
fo folemnly denounced its deſolation, and 
was treated as a madman ; and the hiſto- 
rian aſſures us, he continued the cry till the 
ſege, and then denounced a woe to the ci- 


ty, and a woe to himſelf, and fo fell dead 


on the walls, by a ſtone caſt from one of 


the engines of the enemy. 


The goſpel hiſtory does farther aſſure us, 


. that our Jeſus, the great prophet of Gop, 


did moſt expreſsly foretel that unheard of 


diſtreſs, and amazing deſtruction of his 


na acion, 


father. 
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nation, city, and temple.—And may we 


not add, that were it not for the ſpirit of 
prophecy, mankind could never have had 


a general idea of the final conflagration ? 
« a doctrine of the higheſt antiquity ; a 
« doctrine that was conſtantly maintained 


by the ſtoics, and before them taught by 
Heraclitus, Empedocles, and others; and 


« which probably came to the Greeks from 


« the Agyptians and Phenicians. The 


e poets have likewiſe preſerved the antient 


« tradition of the laſt deſtruction by fire; 


« as might be ſhewn from Sephocles, Lu- 
* cretius, Ovid, Lucan, &c. And ſo the 
&« Brachmans of India have held from the 
« moſt antient times.” But like other tra- 
ditions this has been corrupted.—The 
chriſtians have likewiſe another fact which 
is the object of their faith and hope; and 
that is, the appearance of Chriſt at the end 


of his mediatorial reign, when he ſhall 


ſummon all the world before him, and de- 
liver up the kingdom to Gop, even the 


It 
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It is notorious that the teſtimony of pro- 


phecy was urged both by our Lord and by his 


apoſtles, with an appeal to that teſtimony, 


in order to perſuade the Jewiſh nation that 
our Feſus was the very Meſſiah, whom they 


were to look for; and that he did actually 
make his appearance at the preciſe time 
that prophecy had marked out, and when 
the expectation was ſpread all over the eaſt. 
| Beſides the above inconteſtible proofs of 
prophetic teſtimony, it will be difficult for 


us to form any ſort of idea of what is meant 


by the truth and faithfulneſs of Gor, if he 
had never made any one expreſs promiſe to 


man; in other words, if there has never 
been the divine teſtimony of prophecy, 
and who is it that can look out of counte- 


nance the flagrant evidence which ariſes 
from the Jewiſh diſperſion? Men may in- 
deed, with great labour and an acquired 
obſtinacy, ſhut their eyes againit the light 
at noon day, and confidently ſay, it is then 


midnight; but it will prove nothing more 
than their own madneſs and folly, 


1475 
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We ſhall next ſay ſomething of miracle, 


that other external notable branch of divine 


teſtimony. By miracle we would be un- 
derſtood to mean, * thoſe manifeſtations 
cc of divine power, which are above the ut 


« moſt natural ability of thoſe agents, by 


« whoſe inſtrumentality ſuch manifeſta- 
« tions are made.” Had no ſuch thing 
ever exiſted as miracle, we can boldly af- 
firm, that the Jewiſh and Chriſtian ſacred 
ſcriptures could never have gained any, 
the leaſt, degree of credit or reputation 
with mankind. But it was utterly impoſ- 
ſible that the exodus of T/racl from Egypt, 
under the conduct of Moſes, who is faid to 
have wrought a ſeries of miracles, could 
have been obtruded upon that people as 


a fact, unleſs it had been ſo; there is no 
conceivable way of ſuppoſing ſuch a tra- 


dition, had it been a chimera or impoſ- 
ture: a paſſage opened for that people 
through the Red Sea; the Egyptian king 
and his army drowned in their purſuit, 
could not be a fable; the object is too 


large; 
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large; and it is alſo too open for inven- 
tion.— Neither could the giving the law at 
Sinai, with ſuch ſolemnity, be the reſult of 
any human contrivance, or of magical pro- 
duction ; the divine interpoſition was de- 
monſtrated to the ſight and hearing of all 
the Hebrew people. And the very preface 
to the decalogue is a ſolemn record of the 
fact, and a monument of the miraculous. 
deliverance they had from Egyptian bon- 
dage. And I farther aſk, whether forty 
years journeyings in the wilderneſs, wherein 
ſuch prodigious numbers could only be fed 
by the immediate hand of heaven, whether 
this record does not ſcorn the ſuſpicion of 
impoſture ? 

Again, what human mind can, with the 
leaſt ſhadow of reaſon, ſuppoſe, that the 
goſpel records could ever, in any age, 
have obtained credit, as a divine ſyſtem of 
truth, if miracle had no exiſtence? Not any 
thing could have been more forbidding, 
nor more imprudent and filly, than to have : 
ſpread over the whole hiſtory of our Lord's 

life 


| 
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life a vaſt variety of miracle, performed 
only in Judea, where the miracle-worker 
and his diſciples had the greateſt enmity 


thewn towards them, and where they 


found the moſt virulent and outrageous 


abuſe and ill uſage, Nay, verily, one may 


venture to conclude, there would have been 
no room for an oppoſition of hatred, malice, 
and enraged cruelty, if no miracle had been 


_ wrought ; foraſmuch as this rage borrowed 


all its ſpirit from the diſability which the 


Fews were under of invalidating the evi- 


dence, the divine teſtimony they found was 
too powerful for them; and therefore they, 
in their confuſion, wickedly aſcribe it to 


demoniſm, to ſorcery, and to magical 


impreſſions ! In this circumſtance, when 
the popular diſappointment alſo ran high, 
and the ſpiritual miſſion of Chriſt diſagreed 
fo much with the general expectation; it is 
not at all ſuppoſeable, that elther our Lord, 
or his apoſtles, could ſupport the credit to 
a divine miſſion, had it not been for the aid 


of miracle. | 


We 
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We are to obſerve farther, /r, that this 
dwine teſtimony never was, nor ever could 
be given, in any trifling or filly concerns of 
mankind, neither in any worldly and periſh- 
ing affairs; and much leſs to countenance 
any falſehood, villainy, or wickedneſs: in 


no caſe could miracle be wrought, that was 
unworthy of, or beneath the majeſty of a 
divine teſtimony. Impoſſible alſo it muſt 


have been for any man ever to have 
wrought a miracle, by power derived from 
evil ſpirits or demons; becauſe this would 


be to ſuppoſe an ability of forging openly 


the great ſeal of heaven, and of rendering 


precarious and doubtful the moſt conclu- 
ſive of all external divine teſtimony; this 
is not in the leaſt conſiſtent with the pater- 
nal character of that univerſal ſovereign, 


oh would have all men come to the know- 
ledge of the truth. And we are informed, 


that an early «.wrettion of impoſture was in 
fact manifeſt in the caſe of Egyptian ſorce- 
rers, whoſe magical arts could not ſtand 
before the face of real miracle; we there- 


$ fore 
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| fore conclude, that this divine teſtimony 
1 was never once given, in any age, but to a 
divine miſſion or meſſage. With this idea 
. of miracle, I confidently ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Yours, 


CREDENS. 
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From CREDENs to SCEPTICUS. 


A divine revelation inferrable from the ori- 
gina! condition of man, and alſo from his 
_ general depravity. 


8 1 R. | 
FHENEVER I mention the term 
'Y Adeiſm, I would be underſtood to 
mean a diſbelief of revelation ; as by reve- 
lation J would intend, © a diſcovery which 


«. Gop made of himſelf, not by an imme 


« diate inſpiration of every man, but by an 
"06:1 | 


information given to particular perſons, 


« whom he commiſſioned to communi- 


« cate ſuch truths to others; which he has, 


in this extraordinary manner, made 


« known to ſuch individuals; and to 
« whom he gives ſufficient credentials of 


„their having had a divine illumination.” 


| It is unreaſonable to imagine, that the firſt 


inhabitants 
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inhabitants of either the old or the new 


world could be without a divine revela- 


tion ; for pray, what would the original pa- 
rent of mankind have done, introduced 
into being, and ſurrounded with a nu- 


merous varied ſpecies of animals, which 


compoſe the brutal creation? Can we ſup- 
poſe him, without experience, uninformed 


by any obſervation, and yet capable of 
knowing the natures, uſes, intentions, and 


ſubordinations of the animalſyſtem, unleſs 


the Creator had given him an immedinute 


information? Moſes, accordingly, in his 


moſt antient and beſt authenticated hiſtory, 
records that revelation which was made to 
him; foraſmuch as he reports Adam, as 


Living names to all the cattle, and to the fowls 


of the air, and to every beaſt of the field. 
But we have no reaſon to imagine that this 


ability of inveſtigating the animal creation 


could be owing to any thing leſs than an 


immedtate divine inſpiration. And yet 


ſuch a compaſs of knowledge appears to 
Move been MON to the. kult of the hu- 


man 
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man race, who is to exerciſe dominion over 
them; and who is alſo to educate and in- 
ſtruct his children in natural philoſophy, 


and in the more wide contemplations of the 
created ſyſtem. |. 

In like manner we might argue, with 
reſpect to the firft occupants of the new 
world, who furvived the univerſal deluge , 
concerning which event, the evidence has 
been ſuch as does thoroughly convince the 
beft philoſophers ; neither are there want- 


$ ing to this day freſh proofs of the deluge. 


Theſe new planters, we may conclude, 
muſt ſtand in need of ſuch ſignifications of 


the divine will, asſhould give courage and 
ſpirit both to them and to their poſterity, by 


taking away all ſuſpicion and dread of an- 

other watery deſtruction overtaking them. 

Such aſſurance is accordingly ſaid to have 

been given them; and they are likewiſe 

furniſhed with a new edition of creation 

laws, perfectly ſuited to the condition of 
"the new colony, and of continuing to be the 
eſtabliſhed 


rate ſurvey of the manners and characters 
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eſtabliſhed univerſal rules to all ſucceed- 
ing generations. | 
Should it here be ſaid, by my friend 
SCEPTICUS, that this 1s to prove a revela- 
tion, by taking for granted a revelation ; 
the anſwer would be this, were there no 


written record at all, that we now deem 
ſacred, ſince we cannot do otherwiſe than 


ſuppoſe a parent, or a firſt of the human 
race, whether one or more, made to people 


the earth, the 1deas of that original or priſ- 


tine condition of man, as given by Moſes, 
15, of all others, the moſt natural and pro- 
bable ; and from the eaſy and ready aſſent 


it meets withal in the human mind, it has 
all the ſignatures and marks of truth upon 
it. The very ſame thing may be affirmed 
with relation to Noah and his family, the 


firſt occupants of the new world. Thus i it 


is that I preſume a revelation inferrable 


from the original condition of man. 
We may next take a careful and accu- 


of 
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of after-ages of mankind ; and in doing fo, 
we ſhall be conſtrained to own, that the 


idolatries and vices of the world have been 
a manifeſt departure from the original in- 
ſtitutions of truth, of order, and of the 
more univerſal ſimplicity, innocence, and 


| purity of the firſt ages. Neither is there 


any thing more evident, than that the wor- 


ſhip of the one true Gop muſt be preſup- 


poſed to the worſhip of any falſe Gop. 


Men would never have become fo vain in 


their imaginations, as to have invented an 


idolatrous worſhip, if there had not been a 


previous acknowledgment made of the 
homage due to the one living and true 
Gop. Neither would polytheiſm ever had 
place, if the unity had not been the original 
religious conception of man: in other 


words, had not a demonſtration been given 
of an eternal power and godhead, men 


would never have changed the glory of 
the incorruptible Gop into an image made 
like to corruptible man, and into birds 


and four-footed beaſts, and into creeping 
2 things! 
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things! they would not thus have changed 
the truth of God into a lie, had there 
been no evidence of the being and perfec- 
tion of the one living and true Gov. 

ut as idolatry and polytheiſm are what 
do preſuppoſe a true worſhip paid to the 
one God, fo all other kinds of impoſtures 
are in proof of ſome genuine archetype, or 


divine original. One might inſtance in 


oracles and pretenſions to prophecy, where- 


in mankind could never have been ſo far 


abandoned to all the impreſſions of nature, 


as to reverence the fictitious and falſe, had 


there never been a truly divine oracle, or a 


genuine prophet. Semblance of truth, an 


apiſh ſimilitude of nature, has ever given all 
the advantage that could attend the ſpirit of 
impoſture; there is no other way of ac- 

counting for the infatuation of the heathen 
world. And pray, Sir, let me aſk, what 
other account can any man give of the 


ſpread of popery and mahometaniſm, but 


that of their being an artful political per- 
verſion of an original divine ſyſtem ? for 


had then not been the moſt inconteſtible | 


proots 
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proofs of the divinity of the goſpel inſtitu- 
tion, neither the one nor the other impoſ- 
ture could have ſpread with ſuch an amaz- 
ing rapidity and wonderful ſucceſs. The 
one indeed has not made much pretence to 
miracle, but only to inſpiration ; the other 
has affected a claim to both; each of them 
has borrowed much from paganiſm. And 
yet, even the cracles of antient Greece did 
not preſume to know things above the 
reach of human wiſdom. But with much 
more confidence the popiſh prieſt aſſumes 
an authority to diſpoſe of the final fates of 
men, not being content with any homage 
below that of an implicit faith in his power, 
either to damn, or to ſave! 
Whereas, I apprehend, the pagan oracle 
was chiefly conſulted about ſecular or world- 
ly matters; and made uſe of by magiſtrates, 
ſtateſmen, or generals of armies, in order to 
give a ſanction to their political ſchemes, or 
to give courage and ſpirit to their ſoldiery. 
But the pride and inſolence of the popiſh 
prieſt reaches to the enormous height of 
9 2 robbing 
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robbing the people of the written divine 
oracle, which they will not ſuffer them to 
conſult; but do oblige them to ſwallow 
down whatever ſenſe they are pleaſed to give 


of the ſacred canon. Theſe things are in 


demonſtration of an original truth, which 


men have ſo viſibly perverted and abuſed, 


only to ſerve the purpoſes of their pride, 


avarice, and luxury. In fact, ſuch have 


been the cuſtomary maxims and manners 


of the men of the world, in all ages and 


nations, to corrupt the firſt principles of 
reaſon and nature, under the ſpecious pre- 
texts of religion. And verily, of all charac- 
ters found in thoſe writings, which we call 
ſacred, there are none more hateful than 
that drawn of the facerdotal hypocrite; the 
man who wears the maſk of piety or ſanc- 
tity, to the vile purpoſe of exerciſing a ty- 
ranny over the conſciences of men.—Nor 
any thing could more illuſtrate tite fatal in- 
fluence of ſuch hypocriſy than that of the 

Jewiſb- prieſthood, who perſuaded the 


people that their Meſiab muſt be a tem- 
5 Poral 
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poral prince and ſaviour; which fo far 


ſealed up their ſenſes, and laid them under 
an infatuation, that a train of the moſt 


aſtoniſhing beneficent miracles could not 


make any impreſſion upon them; and 
they were at laſt prevailed upon even to 
crucify their ſaviour, and thereby bring a 
dreadful deſtruction on their whole nation. 
Popery, in like manner, will have it, that 
the miſſion of Jeſus is of a ſecular nature, 
and that his kingdom is worldly. Here 1 


would again aſk, whether this barefaced 


impoſture would not lead the rational 


have been a genuinely divine ſyſtem, 
of which popery 1s {0 manifeſt a perver- 
ſion? 


Two concluſions may be flirty drawn ; | 


one is, that an affectation of giving law to 
conſcience in matters of religion, has been 


the fertile ſource of the univerſal depravity 


inquirer to conclude, that there muſt 


- 


and deformity of mankind ; and another 


is that impeſture could never have had place 


D 3 1 
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in the world, had there not been an origi- 
nal revelation divinely atteſted by prophe- 
cy and miracle. 

Theſe, Sir, are the ſentiments of 


Yours, 


CR ED ENS. 
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From CREDENs to SCEPTICUS. 


Publick monuments erected as memorials of 
thoſe facts which are recorded in ſacred _ 
ſcriptures. 


SIR, 


17 is well obſerved, by the author of he 

ſhort and eaſy way with ihe deiſts, that 
there are four rules, which aſcertain the 
truth of any matter of fact, however won- 
derfu': „ 1. That the matter of fact be 
« ſuch, as that mens cutward ſenſes, their 
« eyes and ears, may be judges of it. 2. 
That it be done publickly, in the face 
« of the world. 3. That not only publick 
« monuments be kept up in memory of it, 

but ſome outward actions be performed. 
« 4, That ſuch monuments and ſuch actions 
or obſervances be inſtituted, and do 
commence from the time that the mat- 
A ter of fact was done.“ 


; — 2 4 The 


cc 
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The two firſt rules make it impoſſible 


for any matter of fact to be impoſed upon 
men, at the ſame time when ſuch matter of 


fact was ſaid to be done; becauſe every 


man's eyes and ſenſes would contradict it. 
But ſhould it be ſaid, that the credulity 
of after-ages might be impoſed upon, the 
two laſt rules will ſecure the certainty for- 
aſmuch as the monuments and obſervances, 
inſtituted as memorials, are what give an 


inconteſtible evidence. Thus the twelve 
ſtones, or pillars, ſet up at Gilgal, were in 
memory of the miraculous paſſage of the. 


[ſraelites through the Red Sea, and over 
*rdan.—Fhe inſtitution of the weekly Sab- 
e was in commemoration of their deli- 
verance out of Egypt; as was the paſſover 

a yearly commemoration of the deſtroy- 
ing angel ſparing the firſt-born of the I/ra- 


elites, at the time he cut off all thoſe of the 


Ezyptians ;, which event prevailed ſo much 


upon that oppreſſive nation, as to let the 


Hebrews have the liberty of going away, 
under the conduct of Maſes. Their ſe- 
veral 
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veral feajis were alſo recognitions of won- 
derful facts that were highly intereſting to 
the Hebrew nation. 3 

Under the chriſtian inſtitution, thoſe 
facts which are ſo very diſtinguiſhing, and 
what give a peculiar complexion to the gol- 
pel ſyſtem, are thus infallibly aſcertained, 
as to the truth and importance of them, by 
diſtinct monumental recognitions; e. g. the 
crucifixion of Chriſt, is a fact of which we 
are as well aſſured, as if we had been eye 
and ear witneſſes of the horrid impiety; and 
this, by the obſervance of an euchariſtical 
rite, which was inſtituted the evening be- 
fore the crucifixion ; which obſervance, at 
the time that it demonſtrates the truth, 
conveys an idea of the importance of that 
event, as it ſtood connected with its conſe- 
quences. It is an euchariſtical rite, becauſe 
of the beneficial doctrinal inſtruction which 
it contains, and becauſe of the divine re- 
wards which were conferred on the man 
Chriſt Jeſus, on account of that act of ex- 
emplary obedience. 


D 5 The 
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The change of the ſeventh-day ſabbath to 
that of the firſt day of the week, is another 
monument of a fact, which peculiarly diſ- 
tinguiſhes the goſpel- ſyſtem; and that fact 
is, the perſonal reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt 
from the dead.—No other reaſon is aſſign- 
able for the change of the ſabbath. And it 
is not at all reaſonable to ſuppoſe that an 
event (on which did depend the convincing 
demonſtration of Jeſus being tke ſon of 
Gon, and the Saviour of the world) ſhould 
not be recognized by ſome monumental 
obſervance; ſince it would require a per- 
petual illustration. Nor was it reaſonable 
that the Jewiſh fabbath ſhould remain the 
weekly feſtival to the 7ew:/b converT; ſince 


ſuch reſurrection did introduce his Lord's 


inveſtiture into a kingdom which was not 
national, but univerſal. And becauſe his 
Lord had allo taught a ſpiritual worſhip, 
which did aboliſh all carnal ordir ances, and 


vacate the whole of the Meſaic ritual. The 


reaſon of the thing would juſtify the change. 
e Abd 
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And, no doubt, the appearances of Jeſus 


Chriſt to his diſciples, met together on the 
day of the reſurrection, and on future firſt 
days of the week, as well as the pouring 


down of ſpiritual gifts at pentecoſt, on that 
chriſtian feſtival, would authorize the reli- 
gious obſervance. It is quite natural to 
ſuppoſe, that a weekly obſervance of the 


reſurrection day, would be held ſacred by 


apoſtles and firſt chriſtians, who were pub- 


liſhing that doctrine to the world. 
Another monumental recognition of a 


fact, which is very diſtinguiſhing and pe- 
culiar to the gofpel ſyſtem, is that of ap- 


tiſm; a memorial tymbol, an open ac- 


knowledgment of the crucified and riſen 
Jeſus's being exal:ed to the right hand of 


peer z even to the exerciſe of a lordſhip 
and dominion over the dead, and over the 
living! This appcars to be the preciſe ſcrip- 


ture doctrine of baptiſm, as it was inſti- 


tuted by our Lord; ell prever, ſays he, 7s 


given me in heaven and earth; go, dijcipie 
all na tous, baptizing them. Hence we read 
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of converts to the goſpel doctrine being 
baptized, and all their houſholds with 

them, in acknowledgment that Jeſus 1s 


conſtituted of Gop both Lord and Chriſt, 
Prince and Saviour. By the application of 


| baptiſm, we then do recognize his univer- 
ſal ſovereignty, and own him to be head 
over all things to the church of Gop. 


Thus the baptized are initiated into the 
church and kingdom of the one Gop, and 
put under the protection, care, and guid- 
| ance of the one Lord, whom Gop has 
appointed to raiſe the dead and judge the 


world; which action is not repeated, be- 
cauſe it does only expreſs the rite of initi- 


ation into the chriſtian church, or a dedi- 


cation to his patronage, who is the /ight 


and the life of men. We thus diſcern the 


manifeſt reaſon and uſe of the ſeveral 


branches of the chriſtian ritual, and have 
our faith confirmed and eſtabliſhed in the 85 
truth of thoſe facts which they recognize, 
and we have alſo a ſuperior ſatisfaction i in 


contemplating the monumental evidence. 


If 
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If a reliance can be had on the truth of 


any facts, recorded to have been done in 


very diſtant paſt ages, theſe memorial mo- 


numents may be abſolutely depended upon, 


as what cannot poſſibly deceive us. No 


antient coins, medals, pillars, or other 


works of human hands, deſigned to perpe- 


tuate the memory of celebrated men, or of 
ſome great events, have ſo many expreſ- 
five marks of an infallible teſtimony. And 


yet, the critical and judicious ANTIQU a- 
RIAN would utterly deſpiſe the man's ig- 
' norance, or his prejudice, who ſhould con- 
trovert the genuineneſs of the beſt authen- 
ticated original pieces of any one of the 
Cæſars. 

In the caſe before us, the Goiritual doc- 
trine of the fact, and the moral intention 
of the ritual, together with its ſimplicity, 


give us ſuch exalted ideas of the character 


which theſe monuments do commemorate, 


as can only belong to a divine meſſenger, 
whom the great Gop has deſigned to diſtin- 
guiſh with ſupreme honours; he having il- 


luſtriouſly 
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luſtriouſiy been he true and foithful u Writ- 
neſs to his benevolent plan of providence, 
rule, and government. There are no marks 


or tokens of human policy, cunning, or 
contrivance to gratify one ſingle irregular 


paſſion, either of ſenſuality, avarice, or am- 
bition; neither are the obſervances ſuch as 
do diſcover the ſuperſtitious airs of enthu- 
ſiaſm; but they are apt, expreſſive, and ſuit- 


able to the divine purpoſes of their inſtitu- 


tion. And, in a word, ſuch is the nature of 


theſe monumental recognitions, that there 


never was a time during the ages of chril- 


tianity, when they could have had their 


original inſtitution independent on the 


known reality of thoſe facts which they 
commemorate z e. g. no poſſible motive 


could operate upon the mind, either of a 
Few or of an heathen, to contrive the cat- 


ing of bread and drinking of wine religi- 
ouſly, in commemoration of the death of 


a man publicly condemned and crucified, as 
a malefactor, if he had not been both aſ- 


ſured of the fact, and that the perſon ſo 
ſuſfering was worthy of the greateſt eſteem 
. and 
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and veneration, as a favourite of heaven 
Nor only fo, but there mult have been an 
aſſurance alſo that ſuch eating and drink- 
ing was of divine appointment; and 
ſhould be performed with all the chearful- 
neſs and joy of mind, that can ariſe from a 
full conviction of his innocence, exalted 
piety, and virtue. 

We might, in like manner, calculate the 
weight of evidence from the change of the 
weekly feſtival, and the inflicudion of bap- 
tiſm.— And thus, Sir, I have ftated the 
teſtimony to the truth of thoſe fact which 
are peculiar to the chriſtian profeſſion ; and 
have ſhewn you, that, in my humble opi- 
nion, the public monuments do afford no 
leſs than an inconteſtible evidence. 
Allow me to add, thoſe perſons ſeem to 
be under very miſtaken impreſſions, who 
can imagine any diminution, or a decreaſe 
of the firength and power of goſpel evi- 
dence, 


Yours, 
CREDENS. 
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From CREDENs to SCEPTICUS. 


Such diſcoveries of boli - truth 3 been 
actually made, as could not be owing to. 


the may: ee efforts of human reaſon. 


$ I R, 
EST you ſhould be of opinion, that 


the argument has borrowed too much 
e the revelation itſelf, I would take no- 


tice of that Objection which has been 


formed, © from the adequate powers of 


« human reaſon, for the diſcovery of all 


« needful truth ;” for from hence che 


unbeliever has thought himſelf deeply in- 


trenched, becauſe of that ſpecious plea, 
of the impartial and univerſal goodneſs 


« of God, who has not, any where, left 
« himſelf without witneſs; but has written 


« his law upon the tablet of every human 
and verily the manifeſtations of 
his power and godhead are as expreſſively 
ſhewn, 


29 


« heart; 
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ſhewn, by the ſyſtem of nature and provi- 
| dence, to the inhabitants of China, India, 
the Cape of Good Hope, and Mexico, as to 
the people of New or of Old England, or 
to any other of the polite nations. Neither 
may we be allowed to ſuppoſe, that the 


natural powers and abilities of the ſavage 


American, trained up in brigandage and 
bloody expeditions, as of inferior ſtrength 
and leſs penetration, than the natural en- 


dowments of the more civilized ; but we 


are, nevertheleſs, obliged to own, that the 


reaſon and underſtanding of an Hottentot, 
or of an American ſavage, has a veil of 1g- 
norance thrown. upon it, when compared 
with the more enlightened and cultivated 


mind. And though we may not deny him 


an improveable or an accountable talent, fo 
far as he is rational and moral, yet we are | 
obliged to put more articles of obligation 
upon that mind, which has been under 


more liberal inſtruction. 


It 1s, moreover, extremely evident from 
the hiſtory of the world, that very great 
: alterations 
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alterations have been made in the ſtate and 
condition of large kingdoms and empires, 


which once have ſhone with diſtinguiſhed 


luſtre and reputation for knowledge in ſci- 
ence; but anon have ſunk into the depths 
of ignorance and barbarity. Scarce a part 


of this habitable globe but what has had 


its revolutions: ſome, in one age, immerg- 


ing deeply into ignorance, ſuperſtition, and 


vice, whilſt others have bravely emerged 


from a barbarous ſyſtem of cuſtoms and 


manners, and from the moſt horrid ſlavery, 
into all the advantages of politeneſs, hu- 
manity, and liberty. From all hiſtory 
whatever, it ſhould ſeem, that there have 
been ſome original divine revelations, 
which gave direction and law to the earli- 


eſt ages of the world; and that the Poly- | 
theiſm, idolatry, and immorality of man- 


kind, have every where been owing to a 
pa ed of thoſe original divine teach- 


F have before mentioned the Mzfaic hiſ- 
tory, as what gives us an aſſurance of that 
| original 
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original revelation. Perhaps, Sir, you will 
ſay, the authority of Maſes, or thoſe writ- 


ings which go by his name, are queſtion- 
able. Should this have any place in your 


mind, I would take notice, & that Artaba- 
nus had an high opinion of Moſes, count- 


ing aim worthy of divine honour, and 
s attributing to him the invention of Phi- 
« lolophy ; and that Eupolemus calls him, 


ce the firſt wiſe man; and that Strabo ſays, 
he had nobler notions of the divinity than 


« either Egyptians, Libyans, or Greeks, 


« and even Yarro thought that the Fews 


were right, in worſhipping one Gop 


« without any image.” And it muſt be 
owned, that the moſt learned and beſt chro- 
nologers have corrected the errors of Pa- 
gan hiſtories by the Moſaic. 


Advert again to the account which Moſes 
gives of the firſt man, you will find it ra- 
tional and credible; he is no ſooner made, 


than he is informed who is his maker, and 
what is his concern with, and dependance 


upon um; that his perfections he muſt ſu- 


premely 
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premely reverence, and his laws religiouſly 
_ obey. Nor is it at all reaſonable to ſuppoſe 


it might be otherwiſe; ſince the firſt formed 
of mankind could have no poſſible infor- 
mation, in theſe things, but from ſome in- 
telligible declaration made by the oracle. 
There are ſeveral other ſtrictures of ſuch 
divine revelation, very apparent in the hiſ- 


tory; e. g. the oracular voice to Cain; and 


we cannot but ſuppoſe as much in the pro- 


phetical character of Enoch, previous to his 
tranſlation; and in the inſtructions given 


to Noab, the divine communications are 


manifeſt. In like manner, the ſame hiſto- 
Lan has obſerved of Abraham, in the poſt- 
diluvian world, that he had an intimate 

converſe with the divine oracle, which 
would enable him, by his poſterity, to 

convey a knowledge of the true Gop wide 
and far among the nations; for we can 


reaſonably conclude, that the Hebrew 


people, by their various captivities and diſ- 


perſions, would fo diffuſively ſpread the 


' ſenſe of the oracle, as to become, in a great 
degree, the light of the Gentile world. 


And 
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And verily, the beſt prophane hiſtorians 
do inform us, that the divine knowledge, 
which poets, philoſophers, and laugivers had, 
was borrowed from antient tradition, and 
by that acceſs which they had to a people 
who were in actual poſſeſſion of the divine 
oracles. It will therefore be an extrava- 

gance in any one to ſay, that human rea- 
ſon was ever intended to be left unaſſiſted, 
or that Gop did make man without deſign 
of affording him the benefit of ſome expreſs 
revelation. And that this hath been the 
truth of the caſe, the general ſenſe of man- 
kind, in all ages and Nations, gives an har- 
monious teſtimony. 

This might be farther argued from the 
very beſt ideas we are able to form of Gop, 
the perfection of his wiſdom, power, and 
preſence ; his being the ſummum bonum of 
the human mind, the conſtant, omnipre- 
ſent refuge of man ; and his final end; 
which do neceſſarily ſuppoſe, that infinite 
advantages mult accrue from ſuch divine 
information. And hence we may be far- 


ther aſſured of its being Rane that the 
uy 
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Deity has thus ſignified his will to mankind, 
as their univerſal law; ſo that the doubt or 


denial of it mult appear abſurd and unrea- 


ſonable. 

It is not in the power of any man to 
ſhew, which way reaſon, unaſſiſted by di- 
vine revelation, could have been' able to 
form a conſiſtent plan of worſhip ; and ex- 
plore the nature, ſpirit, and extent of moral 
obligation, with that preciſion and accura- 


cy which has been done, if there never had 
been a light afforded from the traditionary 


conveyance of ſome original revelation. 
Nay, even thoſe extraordinary diſcoveries 
made by a Confucius, a Socrates, a Plato, 
an Ariſtotle, a Seneca, an Epictetus, or an 
Antoninus, mult have borrowed much from 
antient tradition; and we may not, by any 
means, be allowed to ſuppoſe the ordinary 
abilities of human reaſon equal to ſuch at- 


tainments. 

It is moreover unreaſonable to imagine 
or conclude, “ that becauſe all moral truth 
« does approve itſelf to the human mind, 
« as being in a perfect agreement with the 
OS <« beſt 
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ce beſt conceptions and ideas we can form 
« of things;” that therefore all moral truth 
muſt be diſcoverable by men, without the 
aid of revelation. The contrary might be 
ſhewn in ſeveral inſtances; as in the caſe of 
a ſingle communion of bodies between the 
ſexes; a branch of moral truth that would 
not have been fo clearly made known to 
be the creation-law, but by the expreſs 


voice of the Creator. Hence the chriſtian 


lawgiver has obſerved, that monogamy 
was the univerſal law from the beginning. 
Another branch of moral truth muſt have 
been owing to the ſame divine ſource; for 
how would unaſſiſted reaſon have deter- 


mined that the facred parental authorita- 


tive claims ſhould ceaſe, and give way to 
the conjugal obligations, had not the 


oracle ſaid, for this cauſe ſhall a man leave 
father and mother, and cleave to his wife ? 
i. e. he ſhall give an affectionate care of 


her the preference. And again, how 


would it have been known, that one day in 


ſeven ſhould be devoted to a ſacred reſt 
from 
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| from the labour, both of men and cattle, if 
there had been no original expreſsſy divine 
inſtitution of a weekly ſabbath? To theſe 
inſtances might we not add, the prohibi- 
tion of all image worſhip of the true God, 
as what corrupts the imagination, and de- 
ſtroys that purity and ſpirituality of reli- 
gious homage, which muſt have been of 
divine original; becauſe we have an al- 
moſt univerſal demonſtration of the prone- 
neſs of mankind to this ſpecies of idolatry, 
For my own part, when I conſider this 
amazing diſpoſition in mankind to images, 
or fanciful ſenſible repreſentations of the 
Gods they worſhip, 1 cannot conceive of 
a more concluſive evidence of the divine 
original of the ten words, ſaid to have been 
delivered to Moſes at Mount Sinai, and 
written upon two tables of ſtone, by the 
finger, i. e. the immediate power of Gop. 
As to the unity of Gop, ſome have idly 
fanſied, © that elves and fairies were the 
4 firſt Gods of the human race.” Though 
from the beſt accounts we have of the moſt 
5 antient 


If 
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antient times, the worſhip of the one Gop, 
as creator of the heavens and earth, was the 


firſt religion of mankind; and the firſt ide- 


latry appears to have been the worſhip of 


heavenly bodies, as prompted thereunto, 


from the luſtre, ſplendor, and beneficial 
influence of the ſun, moon, and ſtars upon 


this globe. However, the unity of Gop 


muſt have been a moral truth, firſt diſco- | 


vered to man by an expreſs revelation. 


Gop did not then, by making man intelli- 


gent and rational, deſign to render him in- 
capable of intercourſes with himſelf, and 


thereby put him into a ſtate of independ- 


ence; but he gave him more underſtand- 


ing than the beaſts which periſh, to the 
end he might receive from him, the fa- 
ther of lights, wiſdom and divine inſtruc- 
tion. Such ideas poſſeſs the mind of, Sir, 
Lour humble ſervant, 


CRE DENS. 


EPIS TI. E 
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From CRE DENS to SCEPTICUS. 


Alorals of philoſophers and legiſlators no re- 


Fuge for infidelity. 


SIR, 


S we are diſcuſſing the argument in 
favour of reyelation, and expoling 
the pleas of infidelity, I would proceed to 


obſerve, that the benefit accruing to man- 


kind from thoſe ſcriptures which we call 


ſacred, might be illuſtrated from want of, 


authority in the moſt celebrated moral in- 
ſtructions of philoſophers and legiſlators : 


for, upon a ſuppoſition that the Gentile 
world had ever produced a ſyſtem void of 


defects and blemiſhes, the authority of ſuch 


a ſyſtem muſt have been acknowledged ſo 
far divine, as to ſuperſede the neceſſity of 
any farther information. But when it is 


found, upon the moſt accurate and impar- 
tial examination, that great deformities 
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are notorious in the very beſt ſyſtems of 
pagan antiquity, even where the efforts of 
genius and the powers. of human reaſon 


have done their utmoſt; it will follow, that 


authority fails, and an univerſal canon or 
rule cannot thence be deducible. More 


than this, we can affirm, without danger, 


that the beſt of theſe human ſyſtems do 
die away, and all their luſtre vaniſhes, 
upon the approach of a pure, perfect, di- 


vine light, flowing from what we denomi- 

nate, the goſpel revelation. 
We find then, that, in fact, they had no 

determinate rule of duty; nor were they 


acquainted with the extenſive lines of mo- 


rality; . „ either in the precepts of their re- 
« ligion, in the inſtruction of its miniſters, 
in the preſcriptions of the civil laws and 


« inſtitutions of their magiſtrates, in thoſe 
e cuſtoms, which had the force of laws; 
“no, nor in the doctrines and maxims of 


« their philoſophers and moraliſts. Even 


« their prieſts did not make it their bu- 
ſineſs to teach men virtue; their office 
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verily was, to inſtruct the people what 
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cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


Gods they were to worſhip, what ſacri- 


fices they were to offer to their ſeveral 
deities, and in what manner they were 


to obſerve the appointed rites. 
« Their civil inſtitutions were alſo as de- 


fective, and their moſt eminent philoſo- 
phers ſeem to reſolve the whole duty of 


a good man into an obedience to the laws 
of his country; and yet, great indecencies 
and iniquities obtained in many of their 
eſtabliſhed rites and religious ceremonies : 
e. g. among the antient Egyptians, they had 
Inceſt, theft, want of faith, and the proſ- 


titution of women, which laſt was ac- 


counted honourable. The Greeks had alſo 
many laws and cuſtoms contrary to hu- 
manity; ſuch as the whipping of boys to 
death, upon the altar of Diana Oryt bia. 
Not any thing could exceed their cruelty 
to ſlaves; and one of the laws of Lycurgus 
did oblige the father to bring his young 
child to be examined by a committee of 
men, and if of a bad conſtitution, &c. it 


mult be caſt into a deep cavern, near the 
mountain Taygetus, Nor was the ex- 


P.. 
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„The Romans alſo had barbarous laws 
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poſing of children peculiar to Lacede- 


non; it was common to other parts of 
Greece, and alſo to all other nations. 
The Spartan boys were alſo trained to 


dextrous thieving, by another of Lycur- 
gus's laws; and he ordered young maid- 


ens ſhould appear naked in the public 


exerciſes, and thus dance with the young 


men at their ſolemn feſtivals. Nay, 
married women might be lent by their 


huſbands to other men, in order to their 


having healthy and ſtrong children, for 


the benefit of the commonwealth. A; 
impure love of boys was alſo common 


and in ſome of their cities encourage 


by their laws. Plutarch obſerves, tha. 
even Solon, that great lawgiver, was nc 
proof againſt beautiful boys. 


with regard to /laves and pladiaters ; 


their very women took pleaſure in ſee- 
ing men kill one another! And Cicero 
mentions the moſt ſhocking unnatural 
vice, without any one mark of diſap- 


probation. And in the article of ſui- 
E 3 6 oice. 
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cide, both Greeks and Romans agree in 
defending the inſolent impiety. It was 


an avowed doctrine of the ftozcs, that it 


was not only lawful, but the duty of a 
wiſe man, in certain given circumſtances, 


to diſpatch himſelf ; this they called, an 


exit agreeable to reaſon. —Epifietus and 
Autoninus, who carried their ſyſtem of 


morals higher than any of the other Ho- 
ies, admit this doctrine; expreſſing them- 


ſelves thus Is the houſe in a ſmoke? if 
it beta moderate one, I will ſtay; if not, 
aA 


I will ga out, the door is open; 10 Epitte- 
tus. And Antoninus did agree with him. 


Zeno, Cleanthes, and Cazo, did actually 
deſtroy themſelves; and Cicero vindi- 
« cates. Cato, Alſo thus, we are inform- 


ed, the diſciples of Fo do behave in 
China.” 
Now as to the ioical doctrine of ſuiciũle, 


every one at once ſees, that it was in hem 
extremely abſurd; ſince they made pre- 
tenſions of raiſing the human mind above, 
and to an utter inſenſibility of pain and 
evil. And very ſtrange it ſurely was, that 


the 
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the Roman laws ſhould give ſo much allow- 
ance to ſuicide; ſince the civil laws order- 


ed, that the fuicide ſhould not be lamented 
by his relations, and bis will ſhould not be 
valid. Yet, if he killed himſelf through 


- wearinels of life, or from impatience under 
ſickneſs, or from a principle of vain- glory, 
ſuch were to be excuſed the penalty; ſo 
ſays Ulpian. And the lawyer Paulus adds, 
as a farther reaſon of ſuicide, the Jhame of 
being 1 in debt. 


From theſe immoralities in the pagan 


ſyſtem of philoſophy and law, can any 
thing be more reaſonable than that we con- 


clude, they had no canon which could 
claim the reverence of mankind; for how- 


| ever they might upon occaſion teach, 
e that. men were born to be helpful to 


«. each other, in all the offices of mutual 
« aſſiſtance and benevolence, and that they 


c are united in the ſtrongeſt ties and 


« bonds, as all belonging to one common 


city of Gods and men; yet it is appa- 


rent, that ſome parts of their ſcheme 
5 E 4 were 
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<« were little conſiſtent with the humanity 


4 and natural benevolence, which it was the 


« deſign of many of them to recommend.” 
This inconſiſtency 1s very apparent in the 
ſtoics, who are well known to have affected 


the vanity of having ariſen to an aſtoniſh- 


ing virtue! and thereupon to have pre- 


| ſcribed to their diſciples a moſt unnatural 
| apathy. Their w/e man muſt truly be de- 
void of all paſſions! and yet, now and then, 


they throw in an hint to correct the extra- 


vagant maxim, and to reduce it to the 
bounds of nature and humanity. But 


after all they have done, there is very little 


in the ſtoical ſcheme of Philoſophy, which 
| does either cheriſh or even countenance a 


juſt and generous ſympathy with the diſ- 


treſſed. And, in truth and fact, it is a moſt 


abſurd ſcheme; ſince, inſtead of ſhew- 


ing men how to regulate and refine their 
paſſions, it weuld moſt ſtupidly and unna- 
turally teach the eradication of them. 


Nay, we are able to add, that they have 


affected to cancel the idea of a future pu- 
„ eee, as the conſequence of vice; which 


manifeſtly 
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manifeſtly maims their ſyſtem, and leaves 
it no energy nor air of authority. 


In the article of ſuiciſm, before · men- 


tioned, they affect an independence, and 


aſſert a ſovereignty over life. That arro- 


gant claim of a right to remove themſelves, 
at pleaſure, from this mode of exiſtence, 


upon any humourſome diſguſt, has altoge- 


ther excluded the idea of divine authority 


from their ſyſtem. We cannot, then, but, 


hold their ſyſtem in the utmoſt contempt; 


and with painful concern do explore ſuch 
matchleſs pride and vanity, giving com- 
plexion to the human mind ;, for life can- 
not be the property of any one, but its au- 
thor. Nor can human life be at the diſpo- 
ſal of any but the univerſal ſovereign, un- 
leſs by contracted guilt forfeited to the 


public; or elfe by public virtue expoſed: 


for the ſafety and weal of mankind.. 


Some moderns are as fond, as the antient 
ſtoics ever were, of affecting a ſcheme of. 
independence; and would fain exclude the 
idea of divine authority from their ſyſtoam 


of morals, Whereas it. is the perfection 
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.« were little conſiſtent with the humanity 
4 and natural benevolence, which it was the 


_ « defignof many of them to recommend.” 


This inconſiſtency is very apparent in the 
foics, who are well known to have affected 
the vanity of having ariſen to an aſtoniſh- 
ing virtue! and thereupon to. have pre- 
ſcribed to their diſciples a moſt unnatural 
apathy. Their wiſe man mult truly be de- 
void of all paſſions! and yet, now and then, 
they throw in an hint to correct the extra- 
vagant maxim, and to reduce it to the 
bounds of nature and humanity. But 
after all they have done, there is very little 
in the ſtoical ſcheme of philoſophy, which 
does either cheriſh or even countenance a. 
juſt and generous ſympathy with the diſ- 
treſſed. And, in truth and fact, it is a moſt 
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manifeſtly maims their ſyſtem, and leaves 
it no energy nor air of authority. 

In the article of ſuiciſin, before- men- 
tioned, they affect an independence, and 
aſſert a ſovereignty over life. That arro- 
gant claim of a right to remove themſelves, 
at pleaſure, from this mode of exiſtence, 
upon any humourſome diſguſt, has altoge- 
ther excluded the idea of divine authority 
from their ſyſtem. We cannot, then, but, 

hold their ſyſtem in the utmoſt contempt; 
and with painful concern do explore ſuch 
matchleſs pride and vanity, giving com- 
plexion to the human mind; for life can- 
not be the property of any one, but its au- 4 
thor. Nor can human life be at the diſpo- = 
ſal of any but the univerſal ſovereign, un- [ 
leſs by, contracted. guilt forfeited to the 
public; or elfe by public virtue expoſed: 
for the ſafety and weal of mankind... — 
Some moderns are as fond, as the antient 0 
ſtoics ever were, of affecting a ſcheme of. 
independence; and would fain exclude the 
idea of divine authority from their ſyſtem 
of morals. Whereas it is the perfection 
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of goſpel inſtruction, that it lays the foun- 
dation of all virtue, in a firſt regard to the 
5 approbation of Gop, both in all we do, and 
in all we are. This very principle gives 
the luſtre and dignity of bis character, 
whom chriſtians venerate as the author 
and finiſher of their faith! and all his 
teachings direct the human mind to this 
ſcope of aim and purfuit. And is there 
any maxim of equal importance to the re- 
ligious attention of man * Remarkable it 
is, that in a conſtant ſteady view to the ap- 
probation of Gop, in all our actions and 
fruitions, we are ſet free from the enſlav- 
ing influence of all human authority ; and. 
we thereby find ourſelves in the moſt na- 
tural, eaſy, and pleafing poſſeſſion of our 
| ſelves; whilſt no other principle is able to 
give the ſoul of man this ſelf-complacency. 
The truth of which is known to every one 
that ever made the experiment. Affured 
we may be, that this principle alone gave 
the blefſed Jeſus all his ſuperiority to the 
ill-will and infult of the world; and enabled 
him to ſhew ſuch greatneſs of mind under 
| 3535 | his 
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his tortures— 10 my will, but thine be 
done. 

Indeed, no fyſtem of rules or laws can 
uniformly and univerſally operate on the 
human mind, diveſted of divine authority. 
And were it poſſible to exclude that idea 
from the moſt conſiſtent moral ſyſtem, it 
would become unſatisfactory, unmean- 
ing, and ſpiritleſs. But to conclude, there is 
an omnipotently wiſe and good being, whoſe 
will is expreſſed in that ſyſtem ; and we 
feel ourſelves capable of a ſure and an eter- 
nal refuge, i in the cordial and conſtant con- 
formity !- It is therefore the reſult of igno- 
rance and folly, or of pride and vanity, if 
any one ſhould preſume to give the pagan 
ſyſtems a preference to the. goſpel mora- 
lity ; or if they ſhould exclude the divine 
authority from their own adopted moral 
en e ſo thinks 


Your moſt obedient, 
CRrEDENS.. 
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From CREDENS to ScePTICUS. 


The difference of opinion among learned men, 


about the ſenſe of revelation, no reaſon of 
infidelity. 


SIR, 


N my former letter, you remember, I 


ſhewed,. that infidelity can have no re- 


tuge in the ſyſtems of pagan philoſophers 
and lawgivers: I am now to conſider the 
objection, which you was pleaſed to ſay ap- 
- peared to you as of moſt difficult ſolution ; 
viz. that learned men, equally capable of 
. + conſulting what is called the divine canon, 
and equally in earneſt to defend the divine 
4 authority of that canon, ſhould, never- 
< theleſs, differ ſo widely, as they are found. 
to do, about its doctrinal inſtructions.” — 
And hence, others have ſaid, © that chriſ- 
« tians are endleſsly divided about every 
66 r made, and inſtitution derived 


6. from 
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from revelation.” — The anſwer to this: 
has been often given, but of late with very 


good addreſs, in the following manner.— 
« Admit that chriſtians are o divided; it 


js not becauſe the zew- teſtament writings 


have greater obſcurity than other books : 3 


ce but the difference of opinion is. owing to 
« the comments of men of different abili-- 
ties, intereſts, parties, prejudices, and 


paſſions, who read them; they bring 
their prepoſſeſſions, from an early edu- 
cation, along with them; and, inſtead 


<« of ſearching the ſcriptures impartially 
« to find their genuine ſenſe, they ſeek. 
<. after ſomething to juſtify their preju- 
« dices, and gratify their paſſions... Be- 


des, moral books are written in a dif- 
« ferent. manner to philoſophical ones ; 


« and words are. not to have that ſtrict 


TY interpretation in the one as in the other; 
« figurative. expreſſions are always capable 
«. of a certain degree of latitude, which 


"0; may be extended beyond their original 


- G. Say”. But after all, as the great 
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end of revelation is moral, there can be no 


difference about this among real chriſtians; 


[ for all ſuch will and do own, that it re- 


quires and rewards a benevolent temper, 
and a regular life. And even the motives 
themſelves are univerſally owned to be © the 


« favour of Gop, a reſurrection from the 
dead, and a future xecompence.” The 
matter of difference has then, in fact, ra- 


ther been concerning what revelation has 
not, than what it has ſaid. 

« But as the objection above made to re- 
« velation would equally operate againſt na- 


fural religion, it can have no force; ſince 
there is no one principle of morality, but 
< what has been the ſubject of debate and 


« difference. The very exiſtence of Gop; 
the nature of good and evil; the liberty of 


man as an accountable agent: in a word, 


« there is not an article of natural religion, ; 


that has been free from eontroverſy. I aſk 
. then, is there no ſuch thing as morality, 
4 or natural religion? Is there no ſuch 
'« thing as > Iruth, becauſe it has been queſ- 


"6 toned 
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4 tioned what it meaneth ? Is there no 
« ſach thing as right reaſon, becauſe men 
« have been found maintaining infinite ab- 
e ſurdities ? Have not mathematicians diſ- 
puted about the firſt prheiples of geo- 
« metry? Whether matter exiſts or not, 
« has been the queſtion; and whether the 
„principles of fluxions are not incompre- 
« henſible. If then mathematicians have 
« their myſteries, repugnancies, and mani- 
« feſt, contradictions, why ſhould any ob- 
« ject to the ſacred ſcriptures, as if they 
« were inſufficient to convey to men 
« of common fenſe rules and motives to 
virtue and happineſs, only, becauſe many 
« have affected to contend about their. 
containing abſurd doctrines, or repug- 
* nant maxims and injunctions; when 
« this very contention has only expoſed 5 
| * the ignorance, pride, or prejudice of tlie 
„ men who have been concerned in tile 
4 contention? Myſtics have firſt fathered 4 
t the abſurdity upon the ſcriptures, and 
then the weak or ſuperficial objector to 
& revelation 
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e revelation has too haſtily concluded, that 


« it lay in the ſacred canon.“ 
We may illuſtrate the above reaſoning 


by farther obſervations. And what can be 


more fully in point, than the wide differ- 


ence in the opinions of very learned men 
of our own country, all of them Proteſ- 
rants, in their commentaries on the antient 


Gentile philoſophy, though they conſulted 


the very ſame authors, from whom they 


formed ſuch different judgments on the 


_ heathen. theology. e. g. The learned Dr. 


CupworTH, in his intellectual ſyſtem has la- 
boured to prove e that the Jupiter of the 


« Gentile world was the one true Gop, 
« worſhipped both by the philoſophers 


66 and by the people ; and that their dif- 


« ferent. divinities were only different 


c names and. manifeſtations of the one 

« true Gop.” 

that the civil theology of the pagans, as 
4 well as the poerical, had not only many 


And yet he acknowledges, 


4 fantaſtic gods in it, but an appearance 


{ 


f 


* of A n, of independent deities.” 
BOLT RA - Thus 
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Thus abſurd and contradictory are his ideas 

of the Gentile theology. And a modern 
able defender of revelation * has abun- 
dantly ſhewn, that the Doctor's hypotheſis, 
of which he was extremely fond, 1s inſup- 
portable. 

Another learned pen, viz. that of the late 
Dr. SyKEs, has been employed in an at- 
tempt to prove, that the doctrine of the uni- 

y and perfections of Gop was the uni- 

& verſal doctrine of the pagans; and that 
« it was derived to them, not from revela- 
« tion or tradition, but from the mere un- 
« aſſiſted light of reaſon and nature.” And 

yet he ſays, © that the Greek philoſophers 
_<.. travelled into Egypt to get at the know- 
edge of the unity; and that the moſt 
„ learned, for the moſt part, were greatly 

« deficient and wrong in their notions of 

e the one ſupreme Gop; and that all of 

them in general were world worſhippers, 


vo looked upon the ſeveral parts of this 


9 Dr. LELANPD. 


4 material. 
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* material ſyſtem, as parts and members 


« of the divinity.“ Here again ſeems to 


de a very manifeſt contradiction. 


To theſe we may add the preſent learn- 


ed Biſhop of GLoversTzR, © who has high- 
« ly extolled the pagan myſteries, as an ex- 
« pedient provided by the civil authority, 


both for leading the people to the prac- 


« tice of virtue, and for convincing them 
« of the vanity of the common idolatry 


and polytheiſm.” At the ſame time he 


fays, the unity of Gop, was a ſecret 


< entruſted with a very few; and that in 
the open worſhip of paganiſm, either 
= public or particular, the creature was the 
* {ole object of adoration.” This ſurely 
is by no means conſiſtent. Nut it has been 


very clearly and fully ſnewn, in oppoſition 


to that learned writer, that the legiſla- 


<« tors and civil magiſtrates, who inſtituted 


and conducted the myſteries, were the 


great promoters of polytheilm, and that 


4 thoſe myſteries were deſigned to increaſe 
men's veneration for the eſtabliſhed reli- 


66 gion; 
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“ gion; fo that, inſtead of being a ſchool 
« of virtue, they were a ſink of vice; 
for in Cicero's time, the terms myſteries 
„and abomination were almoſt ſynoni- 
„ mous.” Nay, this very prelate ſays, 
« the myſteries were ſometimes under the 
_ <4. patronage of thoſe deities, who were 
« ſuppoſed to inſpire and preſide over 
« ſenſual paſſions; ſuch as Bacchus, Venus, 
and Cxpid; for all theſe had their myſ- 
<« ;teries : and where was the wonder, if 
the initiated ſhould be ſometimes in- 
« clined to give a looſe to thoſe vices, in 
which the patron god was ſuppoſed ta 
delight. 

What can now be ſaid in ſupport of the 
objection to reve/ativn, becauſe of the dif- 
ference of opinion which learned men have 
had about the ſenſe of the divine canon; 
when it is ſo very apparent, that the beſt 
writings of antiquity, as they report the 

pagan religious ſyſtem, have had as contra- 
3 intepretations, even by the moſt 
learned men, not only denominated chriſ- 

tians, 
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tians, but Proteſtants; and by men too who 
have had the ſame end in view; viz. that of 


ſupporting the credit of atdivine revelation, 

by illuſtrating its reaſen.and evidence. 
But I proceed to obſerve, that a divine re- 

belation having a moral end, as its firſt inten- 


tion, it may be juſtly concluded, that men of 
vicious diſpoſitions and immoral lives, are 
neither capable of entering into its ſpirit, nor 
of ſeeing its evidence. The venerable au- 
thor of the goſpel inſtitution has led us to this 
concluſion, by ſaying, that whoſoever is de- 
 firous of doing the will of God, fhall know: of 
Ide doctrine he taught, whether it was of di- 


vine authority or not. It would therefore 


be very little to the purpoſe, for us to lay 
the evidence before the impious and vi- 
cious; inaſmuch as in proportion to the 
honeſty and virtue of any one human 
mind, will be all its ability of diſcerning 

evidence, and of making experiment of the 
truth and excellence of the goſpel inſtitu- 
tion; for, verily, the beneficial knowledge 
of che ſacred canon, does abſolutely depend 
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upon its practical effect and influence: 


that man therefore whoſe heart and life 
are made regular and good, by means of 
goſpel inſtruction, may reaſonably be de- 


termined to have made a right judgment 


of its divine teachings; whereas, the moſt 
conſiſtent theory of the ſyſtem, in the ſpe- 
culative idea of any man, if attended with 
a looſe and irregular life, has not any thing 

in it which can at all avail the profeſſor. 


Every one muſt allow, that that man's creed 
cannot be ſound and good, whoſe life is 


Irregular and bad “. 
1 would make one more chemin as 


Wahat ſhall cloſe this epiſtle, and that is a 


truth which cannot be too much inculcated, 
viz. that the beneficial or ſaving ſenſe of 
« a divine revelation muſt be a man's own; 
« the reſult of a diligent and careful ob- 


« ſervation; which tenſe can have no de- 
« pendence on the opinion or judgment of 


Our Engliſp poet thus expreſſes himſelf— | 
For modes of faith, let zealous bi gots fight, 
His can't be wrong whoſe Ii ife i is in the right.” 
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any other man whatſoever.” Which ob- 


| ſervation. will, of itſelf, give a reaſon for 
the propriety and neceſſity of different 
opinions or interpretations of the ſacred. 
canon; ſince ſuch application is made of 
the rule, as beſt ſuits the capacity, concep- 


tion, condition, and conſtitutioual complex- 
ion of each individual. And the very con- 


ſciouſneſs of being manumitted from all 
human authority whatſoever, in the pro- 
vince of religion, and of having an abſo- 
lute independence, is, perhaps, of all 
others, the moſt convincing proof of the 
divinity of the goſpel ſyſtem. This ſhould 
ſilence the inſolent and cenſorious pen . 
ſince whatever has thrown diſgrace, dark- 
neſs, and confuſion on the chriſtian pro- 
feſſion, has ever been owing to a viola- 
tion of the rights of private judgment, It 
therefore remains a truth, that diverſity of 
opinions about the ſenſe of the goſpel-teach-- 
ings, can be no objection to their divinity 
| inaſmuch as ſuch diverſity has ever ob- 


tained, and muſt ever obtain in the pro- 
feſſing 
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feſſing chriſtian world. V erily, the goſ- 
pel ſhould be conſidered, by every man, as 
a ſacred divine canon, or rule of life, ex- 

preſſive of the truth and grace of the one 
Gop; and not as a ſyſtem of wanton ſpe- 
culation, or wild theory, intended to coun- 
tenance either. the pride of power, the luſt. 


of riches, or the ravings of a cenſorious 
' enthuſiaſm. It moſt certainly is a divine 


directory of human life, a doomſday book, 
which contains the ſtatutes of Gop's king- 
dom, from which every man 1s to form a 
judgment of his own character, rights, pri- 


vileges, and final expectations. It is not 


to be ſuppoſed, that this divine juridical 


book could ever be intended to become 


the ſource of angry and furious controver- 
ſy, or even of doubtful diſputation ; be- 
cauſe every man 1s equally concerned in 
this grand charter of univerſal, invari- 
able, and eternal laws! ſo that no man has 


it in his power, as a ſubject of Gop's king- 
dom, to ſubmit his judgment of the ſenſe of 


this book to any other man whatſoever. 
4 Which 


96 On tbe evidence for revelation. 


Which might be certainly concluded from 
that ſingle conſideration of its being calcu- 
lated to become the univerſal directory of 
man. The ſole reaſon, therefore, .of its 


not attaining this end, is to be aſcribed to 


men's perverſely aſſuming a ſovereignty 
over the underſtandings of one another. 
'In confidence of this Ow" I n 


myſelf 


Ca EDIXSõ. 


EPIS TL E 
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E-F-1.5 TL-E-:xr 


From CREDENs to SCEPTICUs, 


Popular ſyſtematic divinity has an extratia- 
gance from which the infidel has Sought a 
defence. 


SIR), | ns 
JN my laſt was conſidered your great ob- 
jection to revelation, from the diſagree- 
ing opinion of the learned about the ſenſe 
of the divine canon. The purport of this 
epiſtle ſhall be, to account for the depraved 
ſyſtems of popular religious opinion. And 
to my purpoſe, it has been obſerved by a 
conforming Divine, that the numbers of 
« annotations and commentaries, or expaſi- 
« tions of the ſacred ſcriptures, of late 
| « years, have exceeded the example of 
[ former ones; and that one cannot pre- 
ſume much in favour of ſuch compila- 
tions as are publiſhed with a merely lu- 
5 1 „ crative 
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crative view, as many of them undoubt- 
edly are; perhaps the far greater part 
would not ſtand the teſt of a critical ex- 
amination. Marks of haſte, a ſuperfi- 
cial acquaintance, and an attachment to 
current ſyſtems, are common to moſt of 
them; and the few which leave the 


beaten road, deal much in paradoxes 


and ill-grounded conjectures. And be- 


ſides the general diſpoſition to interpret 


ſcripture, either by the allegorical or the 


myſtical clues derived from the Caballa of 
the Jews, has produced ſwarms of vi- 
ſionaries, who have affixed an infinite 


variety of ſpiritual meanings to the moſt 
ordinary incidents and common occur- 


rences, that are to be found in the ſacred 
writings,” without which, the prieftly 


office would never have been thought of in 
the chriſtian church, either with a Pagan 
or a Jewiſh complexion ; nor would there 
have been found, after the age of the apo- 
ſtles, men aſſuming extraordinary illumi- 


nations and divine miſſions. * But in this 


8 e Extreme 
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« extreme of enthuſiaſtic pride and vanity, 
« numbers have ariſen among us, who at- 
ce fect an immediate heavenly commiſſion, 
« andare ſoon ſo very ſucceſsful, from their 
« popularity, as to have their vanity greatly 

. flattered, of being let into ſecrets and 

| « myſteries, reſerved for the edification of 

| their own fraternity, to the excluſion of 
« all others; hence it is that they have 
« been qualified to ſpeak of the literal 
« ſenſe of the moral law, as a killing letter, 
&« or a killing ordinance, that binds us down 
« under the ſentence of death; they could 
« not otherwiſe have ſpoken of the moral 

|< law, as if it was only a ſhadow of good 

« things to comes: inaſmuch as the moral 

law is no other than the very ſoul and ſpi- 
rit of the goſpel inſtruction z the end of the 

| commandment. 

But we may not wonder at ſuch abſurdi- 

ty, ſince theſe illuminati are found diſcard- 

* ing reaſon, and allowing it no place in re- 

KF ligion; they aredaring enough to reproach —— 

g that divine beſtowment, as carnal and devil. 
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iſn: conſequently, ſuch heads of ſects and 


parties are, in their public performances, ſo 


far from encouraging their hearers to read 
the ſcriptures, and form a judgment for 

themſelves of the ſenſe of the divine canon, 
that they do moſt arrogantly claim an au- 
tbority to fix the preciſe ſenſe of that canon, 


and thus preſcribe what ſhall be the exact 
ſnape and complexion of their orthodox 


creed. . 
And yet, not any thing can be more re- 
pugnant to the documents both of reaſon 


and of revelation; there verily can be no 
manner or degree of ſafety in a depend- 
ence on what an uninſpired teacher ad- 


vances as his ſenſe of the divine canon, 
whatever be his learning or his judgment; 


ſince no church has, and no proteſtant 
church ſhould pretend to have, the power 
of preſcribing either a confeſſion of faith, 
or a formula of worſhip for another church; 


nor even to the members of its own com- 
munity, farther than they are ſeen, by thoſe 


members, to be in perfect agreement with 


the 
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the word of Gop, that is the common mea- 
ſure of all; and every individual chriſtian 
is to form his own judgment and practice 
by that meaſure. It is, Sir, for want of 
this firſt principle, that men of a ſerious 
turn, and of weak ſpirits, become ſuſcep- 
tible of the firſt notions that occur to them 
as religious, by whomſoever ſuggeſted ; 
were it not for this error in the Hirſt prin - 
ciple, they would not be fo ſadly expoled 
to the deluſions of pragmatical pretenders 
of every denomination. _ 8 

Thus, you ſee, we are able to account 
for the extravagance of popular ſyſtematic 
divinity ; opinions of weak and whimſical, 
elſe of artful deſigning men, are made the 
divine ſtandard ; bulky commentaries, 
ſtuffed with allegorical and myſtical inter- 
pretations, are read, inſtead of the ſcrip- 
tures in their ſimplicity; hereby the people 
are diverted from the pure fountain, and 
content themſelves with drinking of the 
muddy ſtreams. All this while there is 
not a greater truth than this, known to be 
F 3 ſo 
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ſo by all who ever made the experiment, 


namely, that the ſacred ſcriptures do beſt ex. 
plain themſelves; they ſeldom or never fail, 


in ſome paſſages, to account for and clear 


up what appears more difficult or obſcure in 


others. And one may with well-grounded 
confidence affirm, that by a rational and 


religious attention, a fund of divine know- 
ledge may be acquired by thoſe who un- 
derſtand only their mother tongue, to a de- 


gree beyond the proficiency of the moſt 


pr rofound ſcholar, who reads them under 
ſyſtematic prejudices and prepoſſeſſions. 


Every one, who conſults the New Teſta- 
ment writings as a divine revelation, in- 
tended to be the rule of life and falvation 
for all who will thus conſider them, is ca- 


pable of receiving far more advantage from 


that heavenly canon, than any of thoſe fa- 
natics are able to do, who unhappily look 
upon the ſcriptures as a ſealed book, 
wrapped up in allegory and myſtery, which 


have a recondite meaning, far above the 


reach of any common underſtanding; theſe 
things, 


— 
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things, we readily confeſs, are the true 
ſtatings of that extravagance which is found 
in the depraved popular ſyſtems of divini- 
ty. But it does not hence follow, that be- 
cauſe ten thouſand abſurd opinions have 


been held, and are yet profeſſed by men 


who would be denominated chriſtians; it 


does not amount to a ſhadow of reaſon, 


why the goſpel doctrines ſhould be called 


in queſtion ; either as to their divine evi- 


_ dence, or their everlaſting importance; 


foraſmuch as theſe extravagancies have not 


been occaſioned, either in this or in any 
paſt age, by a fair, rational, and honeft 
examination of the written canon; but from 


the amazing folly and wantonneſs of men's 
forming their opinions, either upon their 


own wild conceits, elſe upon the whimſies 


and reſveries of one another. 


What then, if ſome very gloomy minds 
have apprehended the Deity to be wrathful 
and inexorable; and that nothing but blood 
could appeaſe him? ſo thought the idola- 


trous pagan before him. And what if he 
e F ſhould 
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ſhould fanſy that the blood of Feſur, 


though ſhed by tie moſt wicked hands, 


was the placating appealing facrifice ? will 


it follow, that this extravagance can faſten 


on the New Teſtament doctrine, when Je- 


ſus himſelf has declared, that God's love of 


_ the world was the cauſe of his miſſion? 
and when apoſtles do expreſsly declare, 
that the goſpel ſcheme of reconciliation, 
Was, not of Gop to the world, but of fhe 
world unto Gop. Or, does the ſelfiſh, con- 


trated predeſtinarian fanſy the Creator ca- 


prictous in beſtowing his favours, in hav- 


ing cecreed fume to happineſs, and others 
to miſery? The New Teſtament writings 


'rcver teach any ſuch dectrine; but that 


505 weld have all men come to the En- 
cage of the truth, and be ſaved. Or, has the 


5 . Selfidian dreamed of faith alone 


juſtifying? an apoſtle would teach him 
better, who every where reports ſaving 


faith as productive of all the fruits of holi- 
neſs. And once more, will the proud, 
daring Antinemian be conficent, that the 


law, 
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law, the moral law, is not the rule of life to 
the chriſtian? the goſpel will tell him, that 
Jeſus did not come to relax, but to confirm 
the law. And an apoſtle, as well as his 
Lord and Maſter, will aſſure him, that every 
man ſhall receive according to the deeds done 
in his body, whether good or bad, and that 
whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall be alſo 
reap. Thus obvious it is, that there is an 
eſſential manifeſt difference between enthu- 
aſtic opinion, and the rational teachings of 
the ſacred canon; and as great a difference 
too between eccleſiaſtical and evangelical 
obedience. There 1s therefore no charge 
that can lie againſt the revelation, becauſe. 
of the abſurdity and extravagance of popu- 
lar opinion. | 15 
This is the judgment formed by, 


Tours, 


CgREDENs. 


„ F EPISTLE 


[ 106 J 
„„ 


From CREDENs to SCEPTICUS. 


Claims of ſpiritual power among proteſtants, 


a fatal occaſion of infidelity. 


4A; 


OUR laſt remarks on the preſent ſtate 

of the proteſtant world require ſome 
ſerious animadverſion. Though I am con- 
ſtrained to own, that the removal of this 


cauſe of infidelity does not, at prefent, ſeem 


probable. Indeed the origin of this evil of 
which you complain, will carry us as far 


back as the fourth century, and fix our 


eyes on the undue compliments paid 


to chriſtian biſhops, or elders, by the 


emperor Conſtantine, thence called the 
great. An acknowledgment of their hav- 
ing a ſpiritual dominion, became the fatal 
_ occaſion of ſo much unacccountatie inſo- 
lence, and fed the pride and haughtineſs 
of a chriſtian clergy, The very idea of 

5 an 


On the evidence for revelation. 107 
an hierarchy, as if the chriſtian church could 
be formed upon the plan of judaiſm, or of 
paganiſm, would of itſelf ſupport the pre- 
tenſions to an exerciſe of prieſtly dominion. 
But becauſe our Lord told Peter, that he 
would give him the xEys, therefore men 
have imagined themſelves his ſucceſſors, 


and to have derived from him a power of 
binding and looſing; i. e. of admitting 


into, elſe of excluding from, the king- 


dom of heaven. Whereas, thoſe figura- 
tive expreſſions, of giving to Peter the keys, 


did not import any ſort of ſpiritual power 
over the conſciences of men, or the leaſt 
ability of determining the final fates of any. 
They could have no meaning further than 


this Vi. that Peter ſhould have the ho- 


nour of opening the doctrine of the reſur- 
rection, both to the Jews and Gentiles. In 
point of authority, he had no pre- eminence 


to any of the other apoſtles, though he had 
in the prior execution of the apoſtolic 
office; and this priority was unavoidable; 


ſince ſome one mult begin to publiſnh the 
| E 6 reſurrection. 
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reſurrection of a crucified Jeſus, and Peter 


is appointed to this purpoſe ; but in the per- 


formance of that office, Peter, thus commiſ- 
ſioned, is not capable of imparting one mo- 
ral virtue, or a ſingle rewardable diſpoſition | 
to any man. In this reſpect, neither he that 


 planteth, nor be that watereth is any thing. 


Who is Paul? who Apollos ? who Cephas? 
conſequently, there were no divine inveſti- 


ture of ſpiritual powers or dominion over 
the human mind, by the keys — given 
to this apoſtle. 


However, the ſons of pride Fe ambi- 


tion would ſo underſtand the dofirine of the 


keys, and, accordingly, have erected an 
hierarchy in the chriſtian church. The 
wretchedneſs and ſlavery, occaſioned by 


this exorbitant claim of ſpiritual power, 


did excite originally that very ſignal and il- 


luſtrious oppoſition which gave name and 


being to the proteſtant wgrld. One would, 
therefore, have thought, that the evil thus 
abhorred and proteſted againſt would have 


had no place among the reformed churches, 


But, alas! the reformation from popery 
was, 
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was, by no means, ſo complete and per- 
fect; for even proteſtants do pretend to 
the exerciſe of ſpiritual powers, and are te- 
naciouſly fond of preſcribing articles of 
faith, a rule of diſcipline, together with a 
form of worſhip. Had not this been the 
caſe, the popiſh author of a late publica- 
tion, called, The Hiſtory of the Life of Car- 
dinal Pole, would never have had the con- 
fdence to condemn the Reformation *. 

However, I would obſerve to you, Sir, that 
there is another jeſuitical performance, al- 
ready referred to in theſe letters, that 

boldly affirms a complete agreement be- 
tween popery and the preſent Engliſh 
church eſtabliſhment. Allow me to make 
the citation at large. The clergy of the 
« eſtabliſhed church, he ſays, received the 

* ſacred Depoſit of the Old and New 

«© Teſtament from their Roman catholic 


* This hiſtory, ſay the Critical Reviewers, is 
* the moſt impudent as well as ill judged inſult 
that was ever offered to the underſtanding of a 
people.“ See for January 1765. 
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« predeceſſors. It is from them alſo they 
« are ambitious of deriving their miſſion 
« and ordination. And the labours of fa- 


* 


* 


« been received with applauſe. Every 


« poſitive article of belict is, in like man- 


* ner, taken from the Roman catholic 


[4 


* 


faith; and beſides the holy bible, the 
rule of that faith remains in part the 
« ſame ; as the apoſtles creed, the Athang- 
ſian creed, the four frſ/t general councils, 
« a regard for the authority of anttent fa- 
« thers of the church. There is alſo near- 
« ly the ſame Hierarchy, the order of bi- 
« ſhops, prieſts, and deacons; and the 
like canons for fixing the ſubordination 


8 


* 


* 


C 
« books are put into the hands of the laity, 
' the Whole Duty of Man, Thomas d Kem- 
pis, the Introduction to a devout Life; and 
« many books of that fort, tranſlated by 


* 


C 


C 


Dr. Stanhope, and other eminent divines. 


& Likewiſe the having a ſet form of public 


« prayer, a very little variation in the 


<* prayers 


ther Courayer, for that purpoſe, have 


of eccleſiaſtical diſcipline. The fame 
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« prayers themſelves, except the difference 
« of language, and what regards the inter- 
« ceſſion of ſaints. The more minute and 
« ceremonial part of the former worſhip 
has alſo been preſerved ; the particuler 
decent garb of eccleſiaſtics, the uſe of 
the ſurplice, of the ſign of the croſs in 
baptiſm, bowing at the name of Jeſus ; 
the ſame days are allotted for com- 
memorating the myſteries of the chriſ- 
tian religion; organs, bells, and even 
« placing the communion table, the ſitu- 
c ation of which was regulated ſeveral dif- 
ferent ways in Eaward the VIth's reign; 
but when the church of England wes 
eſtabliſhed, it was fixed in the old place, 
and reſtored by ſome to its more ſolemr 
„name of altar x. . 
My buſineſs here, is not to ſhew the in- 
conſiſtency of two popiſh writers; the one 
impudently condemning the Reformation; 
the other as peremptorily denying, that 
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Conſiderations on the penal Laws againſt Roman 
1 Catholics, p. 63, 64. Publiſhed by Dod/ley. 
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any very material or ſignificant alteration has 


thereby been made in the proteftant church 


ſyſtem. What I aim at, is, to prove, that 


lo far as the exercife of power over con- 
ſcience does remain among proteſtants, fo 


far the Reformation is undoubtedly trifling 


and imperfect; and muſt be matter of great 
offence to every rational inquirer into the 


chriſtian profeſſion. 
If therefore ſimilar claims to the exerciſe 


of ſpiritual power be yet founded in 


prieſtly pretenſions to confer grace, to con- 
firm ſaints, to abſolve fi mnners, and to ana- 
thematize and excommunicate for diſobedi- 


ence to church- canon, L would aſk, whe- 
ther it would not be natural for men to 
reaſon thus. Is it not impoſſible but that 


« the antient clergy might be poſſeſſed 


« with the ſame ſpirit of pride and arro- | 
« gance? And if thoſe writings which the 
<« preſent clergy do call holy ſcripture, are 
« of their ſide, and do countenance ſuch 


« exertions of prieſtly or prelatical power, 
I can n make no 5 doubt but they were of 


their ; 


Wh 


OA 


(e 


e 


Cc 


(e 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


8 


On the evidence for revelation. 113 


their own inventing; and if Jeſus Chriſt, 


their patron, laid the foundation of thoſe 
exorbitant powers over the human mind, 
which both pci! and proteſtant clergy 
do claim to themſelves under his autho- 


« rity, I ſhould be inclined to think, 


that the old Romans did him juſtice in 
puniſhing him with the death of a 
ſlave.” | | 


Certain it is, that authority exerciſed 


over conſcience, in all matters of faith and 
worſhip, muſt be incompatible with the na- 


ture of man, conſidered as rational, ſocial, 


and moral. In ſupport of this, I will cite 
the obſervations of a very diſtinguiſhed ge- 


cc 


cc 


(45 


te 


cc 


& 


(e 


cc 


nius, and celebrated writer“ the law of 


ſociety, ſays he, can have no other foun- 
dation, in any caſe, than the law of 
nature; do not that to another, which 
thou wouldſt not he ſhould do to thee, is 
the great and univerſal principle of both 
throughout the whole earth: now, agree- 
able to this principle, can one man ſay 
to another, belreve that which I believe. 

| e. and. 
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« and which thou thyſelf canſt not believe, 
„ or thou ſbalt die? and yet, this is what 
e every day is laid in Portugal, in Spain, 
« and at G. In ſome other countries, 
« indeed, they now content themſelves 
« with ſaying, believe as I do, elſe J will 
« hold thee in abhorrence; believe like me, 
elſe I will do thee all the evil J can: 
wretch | thou art not of my religion, and 
therefore thou haſt no religion at all, and 
« oughteſs to be beld in execration by thy 


* 


« 


qe 


Lg 


« 


* 


« neirhbours, thy city, and thy province. 


c 


* 


If the law of ſociety directs ſuch a con- 
duct, the Japaneſe ought to hold the 
cc Chineſe in deteſtation ; and the latter the, 
% Siameſe, who ſhould perſecute the inha- 
bitants of Ganges; and they fall upon 
« them. of India; the Mogul ſhould put 


c 


* 


death the firſt Malabar he found in 


ce his kingdom; the Malabar ſhould poig- 
e nard the Perfian, the Perſian maſſacre 
« the Tur; and all together fall upon us 
«. chriſtians, who have for many ages been 

„ « cutting 
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+ cutting one another's throats “.“ I will 
only add, 

The argument for the exerciſe of prieſt- 


ly ſpiritual authority, was urged, perhaps as 
far as it could be carried, among men who 


pretend to proteſtantiſm, by arch-deacon 


Jonas ProasT +, and met with a moſt 


maſterly refutation in Lockx's Letters on 
Toleration; which are well known to the 


molt able advocates of liberty throughout 
the European chriſtian world. And, in 
truth, it will be of little avail for any to 


complain of the growth of infidelity, ſo 
long as pretenſions are made, by proteſtant 


profeſſors of chriſtianity, to the exerciſe of 


a ſpiritual juriſdiction and lover eignty over 


the human mind. 


Allow me, $7, to conciude this epiſtle 


with a ſhort citation or two, one made from 


* Vyſtaire on Toleration. 


+ See preface to the new edition of Locke's Letters 
on Toleration, 


the 


6 
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the late learned and ingenious Dr. Conyers 


Middleton — AuTrworITY, fays he, is a 
e treacherous guide to a icarcher after 


truth; and theories, in all ſciences, the 


„ chief obſtacies of real knowledge.” 
The other, from a ſingular female genius, 


and advocate of liberty, who has made 


this very maſterly obſervation; “ Super- 
« ſation, ſays ſhe, that weakneſs inſepa- 


« rable from the mind of man, has, from 


Wo 


the firſt period of recorded time, been 
the quality the moſt fatally inftrumental 
in. degrading his nature to an abject, yet 
willing dependence on the creature of 
his own rank; and overturning divine 


i 


«a 


£6 


Re 


* 


is 


„ and moral law, has fixed an acknov- 


K 


c 


ledged inferiority, where God has 
« marked equality. Every eſtabliſhed 
« form of worſhip has, for theſe reaſons, 
been ſubordinate to the purpoſes of po- 
„ icy; and the engine religion been uſed 


5 


>. 


with never failing ſucceſs to enſlave the 


“ many to. the few, and to fix on the firm 


“ baſis of conſcience, Hrannies irrecon- 


« cileable 


* | 
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« cileable to the wiſdom of Gop, the dig- 
60 nity of human nature, and the welfare 
« of mankind *. 


I remain, 
Sir, 
Your devoted Servant, 


 CREDENS, | 


Mrd. Macaulay's Hiftory of England, vol. ii. 
p. 57. . | 
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A mechanical apparatus has corrupted and 
ſpoiled the chriſtian devotion, yet a be- 
neſicial uſe might be made of the cRuci- 
FIX, ; e 


Fr New Teſtament, that only di- 
vine canon of the chriſtian's faith 

and worſhip, is a perfect ſtranger to tlie 

uſe of pidlures or images, as means of ei- 

ther exciting or enlivening devotion. There 
is a purity, ſimplicity, and ſpirituality in all 

the repreſentation which it makes of an 
acceptable homage. Every man therefore 
who worſhips by the direction of Jeſs 

Chriſt, or of his apoſtles, as he can have 

no other object than the one God, the 
Father, who is a ſpirit of inconceivable 
perfection of nature, and alſo of immenſity 

of preſence ! hence a reaſonable homage 

8 . muſt 
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muſt be in ſpirit and in truth: for ſince 
the heaven or heavens cannot contain him, 


and ſince he dwelleth not in temples made 


with hands *, neither is worſhipped by 


mens hands, as though he needed any thing, 
(as the ignorant idolatrous pagan had vain- 


ly imagined, and alſo as the luperſtitious 


Jem had as vaitiy fanſied) we j,, nothing 


to offer him but che humble {ene of our 
own demerits, wants, and weak neſſes; the 
grateful acknowledgments ct his adorable 
benignity and govineſsz together with ear- 
neſt ſupplications ct his favour, and devout 
expreſſions of our reverence and hope, con- 
fidence, delight, and joy in him. 

The chriſtian behaving thus, is ſaid to 


pray in the name of Jeſus; becauſe he di- 
rects his homage according to that rule of 


| homage which the goſpel preſcribes : : and 


in his addreſs he thus owns the authority 


of the one Lord, who has ſhewn him the 


, 


— 


* T/racl had a national temple ; ; but then Iſrael 


had a local preſence of the glory. Such preſence | 


is no more; 1 
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Father. The principles on which he con- 
ducts his homage, are, repentance towards 
Gor, and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , 
which faith implies obedience to the whole 
law of truth and righteouſneſs. The well- - 
informed chriſtian has no other dependence 
on divine favour, than what ariſes from ac- 
quired rectitude and perſonal holineis ; in 
other words, from a ſincere choſen devoted- 
neſs to all his will. 

We may proceed to obſerve, the chriſ- 
tian has no expectation of benefit from the 
adminitration of the one Lord, but what 
_ derives from this reaſon or {ource; ſince Je- 
fas has declared expreſly, that no man can 
be intereſted in him, but as he does the will 
of his heavenly father; and that he will 
finally reject all workers of iaiquity, even 
though they have wrouzht miracles in his 
name. 5 
This is the plain, imple, uniform doc- 
trine of the New Teitament z; therefore 
pictures and images, when uſed either to 
excite or to enliven devotion, have nothing 

at 


* US W 
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at all to countenance them in the divine 
canon; conſequently, they can be no other 


than a mechanical apparatus, which corrupts 
and debauches the Burn mind in all its 
expreſſions of homageG. 

But becauſe numerous artificers, craftſa 
men of celebrated character, in former 


ages, ſuch as painters and ſculptors of great 


ere found their account in furniſhing 
materials for the ornament and embelliſh- 
"nent, of pagan idolatrous temples; and 


becauſe the pneeſt has been better enabled 


thereby to amuſe, plind, and captivate the 
- Ignorant,” and pPaſſixe dolater; hence, in 


all: countries, e meet with the artificial 
repreſentations of numberleſs deities, which 
mankind have - adored. What wonder 
then, if we find the Pantheon of Epbeſy: 
or of Rinne che ain ee and Ba 
tes? 571500 

Unbeppurkor thwinniſclef coiſtianity, its 


. profeſſors did very ſoon paganiſe, both by 
_ multiplying objects of worſhip, and by 


the uſe of images in their devotion ! which 
ig] | G gave 
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gave the ſubtle impoſtor, Ma HOMEr, fo 
much advantage over the corrupt ſyſtem 
of chriſtian worſhip ; an emphaſis being 

laid in almoſt every chapter of his Koran, 
upon Gop's having no partners, and upon 
the prohibition of a uſe of images in devo- 
tion. Verily, thus it was he became ſo 
ſucceſsful in the claim which he made tO a 
divine information. 


- Poyzry, as well as ſuperſtition among 


chriſtians has been, in fact, every where 
propagated by the means of a mechanical ap- 
paratus; and it is by this very means, that 


the deſigning prieſt draws away the minds of 


men from the ſimplicity, purity, and ſpiritu- 
ality of goſpel worſhip, even by a vaſt varie- 
ty of ſenſible ſtriking repreſentations. In a 
thouſand articles of bewitching imaginary 
addreſs to the ſenſitive organ of the eye, 
has the human heart been polluted with 


groſs fable and fiction. But becauſe of 


the exquiſitely fine ſtrokes of the pencil, 
or the maſterly hand of the chiſſel, men 

have gazed and admired! and the ignorant 
deluded 
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deluded creature has been betrayed into a 
train of credulity, the moſt enormous and 


aſtoniſhing ! Fg 


I ſhall, Sir, take you by the hand, 
and lead you into the beauties of holineſs. 


Forgive me the phraſe, I mean only to re- 


fer you to a new popiſh publication, called, 
the Beauties of Antwerp. If you will keep 
your eye upon it, you may ſoon run over a 
very copious and conciſe ſpecimen of a me- 
chanical apparatus for devotion ; a varie- 
cated ſample, or quinteſſence of the raree- 


ſew of 1dolatry. It opens with a deſcrip- 
tion of the cathedral dedicated to our 
LADY. Such dedication cannot ſurprite 


vou, when you once recollect that popery 
has her principal dependence, throughout 


her whole plan of devotion, upon the very 


ſoothing complimental addreſſes which are 


made to a woman; for which reaſon you 


have her image and altar decorated with 


more expenſive ornament, and honoured 
with more numerous devotees; ay, and 


G2. more 
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more fervent approaches too than any other 
image Or altar. 


In this cathedral devoted t to her e 


there is a diſtinct altar for mercers, coopers, 
gunſinitihs, fufſiliers, taylors, ſeboolmaſters, 
_ maſons, ſhoemakers, vintners, furriers, Hain- 
ters and ſculptors, joyners, antient bowyers, 


and modern bowyers, brokers, gardeners, far- 


riers, weavers, aud even ſurgeons, Each of 
theſe profeſſions, 1 ſay, have a diſtinct al- 
tar. Methinks they ſhould have added an 
altar for the ſons of muſic and ſong, and 
thus have made her the ſmiling goddeſs of 
the whole machinery of a mechanical devo- 
tion. You will, in almoſt every depart- 
ment of her temple, diſcover a very darling 


favourite picture to be, the Virgin with the 


infant Jeſus on her lap; no doubt, the bet- 


ter to inculcate the idea of her maternal 
authority over him. In the church of the 


Jeſuits, you aſtoniſhingly meet, “ a repre- 
| « ſentation of the Bleſſed Virgin, with her 
child Jeſus, appearing in the clouds to 


« St. . This was done by Alex- 


ander 


# 
. 
7X 
28 
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Father; done by Reubens. 
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ander van Papenboven, and Ilamens. Jeſvs 


Chriſt muſt therefore remain, you ſee, un- 


der her perfect management, however Cx- 


alted he is in the heavens. 


Other repreſentations are made of a dead 
Jeſus; one in the church of the Carmelites,- 
deſcribes him in the arms of his heavenly 
Another by the 
ſame Reubeus, near the altar of the wood- 
mongers, in the aforeſaid cathedral, lcan- 
ing on the boſom of his mother. And in 


the church of the Capuchins, there is tlie 


dead body of Jeſus extended on the lap ot 
his mother; by Anthony van Dyck. 
There ſhould ſeem to be ſupreme 10 
nours alſo paid to the Virgin, in the Fort 
church , for, © in the centre of the cha- 
pel, the holy Trinity are repreſented ; on 
* one fide is ſeen the B Virgin accom- 
panied by angels; and on the Other, a 
multitude of ſouls as in purgatory, to 
whom the angels are ſuppoſed paying a 
charitable viſit, in order to deliver them 
out of their inſupportable torment .” 
8 3 This 
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more fervent approaches too than any Other 
image or altar, 
In this cathedral devoted. to her ladyſhip, 


there is a diſtinct altar for mercers, coopers, 
gunſmiths, fuſiliers, laylors, ſchoolmaſters, 
maſons, ſhoemakers, vintners, furriers, pain- 


ters and ſculptors, joyners, antient bowyers, 
and modern bowyers, brokers, gardeners, far- 
riers, weavers, aud even ſurgeons. Each of 
theſe profeſſions, I ſay, have a diſtinct al- 


tar. Methinks they ſhould have added an 
altar for the ſons of mufic and ſong, and 
thus have made her the ſmiling goddeſs of 
the whole machinery of a mechanical devo- 


tion. You will, in almoſt every depart- 
ment of her temple, diſcover a very darling 


favourite picture to be, the Virgin with the 


infant Jeſus on her lap; no doubt, the bet- 
ter to inculcate the idea of her maternal 


: authority over him. In the church of the 
Jeſuits, you aſtoniſhingly meet, „a repre- 
e ſentation of the Bleſſed Virgin, with her 


1 child Jeſus, appearing in the clouds to 


1 St. Ignatius” : This was done by Alex- 


ander 


x 
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ander van Papenhoven, and Hamers, Jeſua 


Chriſt muſt therefore remain, you ſee, un- 
der her perfect management, however cx- 
alted he 1s in the heavens. LS 

Other repreſentations are made of a dear! 
Feſus; one in the church of the Carmetites, 
deſcribes him in the arms of his heavenly: 
Father; done by Reubens. Another by the 
fame Reubens, near the altar of the wood- 
mongers, 1n the aforeſaid cathedral, lean- 
ing on the boſom of his mother. And in 


the church of the Copuchins, there is the 


dead body of Jeſus extended on the lap of 


his mother; by Anthony van Dyck. 


There ſhould ſeem to be ſupreme ho 
nours alſo paid to the Virgin, in the Fort 
church; for, „ in the centre of the cha- 


« pel, the holy Trinity are repreſented; on 
one ſide 1s ſeen the V% Virgin accom- 


„ panied by angels; and on the other, a 


| multitude of fouls as in purgatory, to 
* whom the angels are ſuppoſed paying a 
charitable viſit, in order to deliver them 
out of their inſupportable torment .” 
G 3 This 
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This is executed by Scheemaekers, Here 
the angels ſee it far more promiſing and 
efficacious to be making their application 
to the Virgin, than to the Trinity. 
But in the church of the Recollecis © near 
« the altar of St. Anthony, is the body of 
« Chriſt taken down from the croſs, ex- 
« tended on the lap of his diſconſolate 


mother; on one fide are ſeveral angels 
in tears!” This is {aid to be one of the 
beſt performances of Anthony van Dyck. 
1 mention this as in proof of an high devo- 


tion paid to the Virgin; for J can never 


believe the painter thought that angels 
could poſſibly ſhed tears, but at the fight 
of a fine woman's deep diſtreſs. No won- 


der they have ſuch devout attachments to 


her ladyſhip; as that you above explore 
angels in her levee; and not in waiting on 
the Trinity, in the chapel of Fort church. 


A farther obſervation I would make, 
and that is, the ſuperior benevolence and 


philanthropy of the Virgin to that of Jeſus 
5 Chriſt, This you will - expreſſed by 


 Renbens, 
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Renbens, in the church of the Dominicans, 
where, on the one hand, Jeſus Chriſt is 
« repreſented as in wrath, threatening to 
« puniſh a ſinful world; on the other, the 
bleſſed Virgin accompanied by a great 
number of ſaints, imploring him, if it 
« be his bleſſed will, to ſuſpend his indi 
« nation.” Here it is evident, that ke is 
abſolutely diveſted of the churacter of 4 
poeverful interceſſor, able an ling to 
ſave to the utmoſt all that come unto God 
by him, he is ſtripped quite naked of 
the character of Saviour. And the Vir- 
gin, by virtue of her more exalted good- 


neſs and amazing clemency, becomes a 


prevalent advocate in behalf of mankind. 
You may not ſuppoſe him undutiful to his 
mother. Will any one ſay, that theſe re- 
preſentations are not in full proof of the 
moſt deplorable corruptions of the human 


© mind, occaſioned by a mechanical appara- 
* tus in devotion? 


I ſhall proceed to make ſome other obſer- 


vations nearer home. And, verily, proteſ- 
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ants have too much caught the infection; 
they undoubtedly have, ſo far as they can 
imagine any holineſs in place, in perſons, 
in garments, or in utenſils, from prieſtly 


conſecrations. It ſhould be enough to 


give the proteſtant an abhorrence of 


theſe things from the popiſh fondneſs of 
them, and from the dependence which is 


unhappily made by an ignorant vulgar up- 


on them. For, aſſuredly, there is not any 


thing which can belong to real holineſs, 


but what is perſonal; i. e. nothing but 


what derives from moral attainments.— 


What a contemptible figure, then, do thoſe. 


learned men make, who have ſo long con- 
tended for indelible charatter ? By ſome 


ſtrictures, the very pretence to give law to 
conſcience, even almoſt begins to raiſe a 
nauſea in the breaft of the more en- 


| lightened papiſt. 


But becauſe our own people have be- 
come diſſolute in principles and manners, 


a becauſe both our great and ſmall vulgar 
| have. learnt to trample under foot all the 


Jaws 
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laws of decency and orden, and. are glad of 
ſome cover or refuge, to appeaſe and quiet 
conſcience, and to ſing a requiem. to their 
ſouls, in the approaches of peril, infirmity, 
and mortality; hence the artful popiſh 
prieſt has laid faſt hold on many of our 
gay, worldly, and ſenſual ſpirits; depend- 
ing on the benefit of an abſolution, or ex- 
treme unction, they go on in all their de- 
baucheries, and are able to hold up their 
heads under their audacious impieties. 

Io execute theſe Jeſuitical ſchemes with 
more addreſs, the people have been pre- 
pared to reliſh moſt ſavourily the mechani- 
cal apparatus for devotion: and where they 
have no preſent hopes of perſuading them 
to quit their bibles, they have prevailed 
with them, to confider the ſacred canon. 
itſelf as of leſs value when unornamented 
with. cuts and pictures, than when theſe 
great improvements are made to that moſt 
divine book. Thus have they invented 
a method of reconciling a people to all the 
mummery of a mechanical devotion. What 
| elſe 
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elſe can poſſibly be the meaning of this 


modiſh way of rendering that beſt book in 


the world, the play-thing, or the toy of 
children? 


As well might a crucifix be recommend- 


ed, as proper to excite and enliven devo- 


tion. And yet, aſſured I am, that the 


moſt natural and uſeful idea that could be 


raiſed in my mind, from ſuch emblemati- 


cal repreſentation, would be this, viz. 
e that whenever any people are under 


e clerical or prieſtly influence, whenever 


« they will reſign their underſtandings, in 


religious matters, and blindly follow 


« eccleſiaſtical leaders, they may very ſoon 


be perſuaded to perſecute, even unto 


—— 


&« death, the moſt amiable, beneficent, 
* and finiſhed character.“ I appeal, Sir, 
to you, and to all mankind, who have eyes 
to ſee, and ears to hear, whether this be 
not the moſt obvious, and moſt uſeful in- 


ſtruction conveyed by the ſight of a cruci- 


Fx. — And, verily, the doctrine of that far 


more e uſeful memorial of his death, which 
| Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt ' himſelf has appointed, and 
which chriſtians do reaſonably and religi- 
ouſly celebrate, viz. the euchariſt, is ex- 
preflive of a man's obtaining life-prin- 
ciples, by mortifying all worldlineſs, and 
by becoming ſuperior to all its contempt, 
hatred, and abuſe. Whereas the crucifix 
has a more proper tendency to raiſe hor. 
ror, than reverence; to excite indignation, 
rather than admiration. As a charm, there 
is nothing of virtue can derive from it, 
but what ignorance and infatuation does 


. produce. And yet men are perſuaded to 


kiſs, hug, and lay it in their boſoms, as if 
the moſt execrable accurſed inſtrument of 
torture, on which a divinely amiable cha- 
rater was ſuſpended, is become wor- 
thy of the warmeſt devout affection. We 
may however be well aſſured, that when 
mankind will once begin to reaſon in mat- 
ters of religion, the ſorcery or enchant- 
ment of the crucifix will be as much de- 
teſted and abhorred, as it is now devoutly 
honoured and revered. For if you looæ 
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into the Church of the Friars of St. Auguſ- 
tine at Antwerp, you will be ſhewn a cru- 
cifix, ponent by Anthony van Dyck, which 
is faid to be © an exquiſite performance, 
and alſo to DEMAND THE UTMOST ATTEN- 
« Ti0n.” Oh, the beauties of Antwerp! 
By this time, I would hope, Sir, that you 
plainly perceive, there is not any truth 
more evident, than that the more men are 
trained to a mechanical paſſionate devo- 
tion, the leſs will they underſtand or be 
able to enter into the nature and ſpirit of 
goſpel-worſhip. For in proportion to a 
man's being occupied in the machinery of 
ſenſitive repreſentation, will the rational, 
ſpiritual, and pure attentions of the mind 
be precluded and ſhut out from the ſer- 
vice; or, in the phraſe of an apcNe, it 
will in fact become carnal and boaily, On 
the reverſe, religious worſhip, when right- 
ly performed, is no other than the mental 
exertions of reaſon and underſtanding, ex- 
cited by juſt conceptions and ane 
of Gop, from views taken of man's daily 
dependence and the infinitude of his obli- 
gations. 
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gations. In this exertion of the intellec- 
tual faculties and powers, we can have no 
kind of reliance on the werits either of this, 
that, or the other faint, Neither can we 
avail ourſelves at all of the divine approba- 
tion, from the intereſt which any other be- 
ing has with the ſovereign; but our ſole 
dependence on the divine favour-and mer- 
cy, muſt be grounded in our own perſonal 
piety, and upon an acquired moral eſta- 
bliſned rectitude. This being the truth of 
the caſe, what becomes of all the MASSES 


performed by monks, friars, and prieſts? 


And how vain and deluſory, impious and 


idolatrous, the ave maries Which make 


up the greater part of papal devotion? 
May we not then conclude, that not only 


popiſh, but every other ſuperſtition falls 


at the foot of truth; and the artificial me- 
chanical apparatus of devotion, wholly dies 


away at the divine approach of reaſon. 


The argument thus conducted on the 
fide of revelation, may, perhaps, from its 
brevity, plainneſs, and freedom, be of uſe 
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to remove the prejudices of ſome againſt 
chriſtianity ; abate thoſe of others; and, 
in younger minds, prevent that wrong train 
of ideas which are apt to lead to indiffer- 
ence, ſeepticiſm, and infidelity. In one 
word, I would not be found one of the ſer- 
vants that ſiept whilſt the enemy was ſowing 
the tares. Gop knows this was the motive 
1 had to this publication. If any good 
ſhall be? done hereby to the cauſe of real 
rational religion, the deſire will be grati- 
fied, and the end anſwered, of, 


Your e devoted, 
„humble ſervant, 


CRD ENS. 


